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Newsletter Editor 
 
Myrna Foster has 
written for newspapers 
and sold six poems 
to Highlights High Five. 
She writes picture books, 
chapter books, middle 
grade, and young adult 
novels, and loves her job 
as education director at 
Storyteller Academy. 

 Silver Linings 
By Julie Dillard, Assistant Regional Advisor 

As with everything in 2020, the holiday season was “different.” We 
virtually hugged and kissed over Zoom and put packages in the mail 
or dropped them off on porches. We wished our co-workers and 
neighbors healthy and happy holidays from behind masks. Given a 
year so full of unforeseen challenges, I took a moment to reflect on 
some unexpected things I’m grateful for. 
 
Book recommendations are not a new thing in my life, but this year 
I’ve especially valued what a gift it is when someone takes the time to 
share their excitement about a book.  
 
In recent months I’ve turned more than ever to recommendations 
from students, friends, and colleagues. Their suggestions have 
broadened my necessarily smaller world, for sure. I hope you, as the 
people who make new stories possible, whether you have been super 
productive or have found yourself struggling to work on projects, 
know that the imagination, effort, time, heart, and magic that you put 
into creating worlds matters a lot to readers. I hope you’ll keep 
fighting that fight. 
 
New and creative ways of connecting have been another kind of silver 
lining during these months. At first, all the Zoom and Teams calls 
were a-w-k-w-a-r-d, but they’ve grown on me, and I like that they 
allow inexpensive but valuable ways to interact. 

 (Continued on Page 2) 

Julie Dillard facilitates our events in 
northern Nevada in addition to assisting 
in general SCBWI NV events. Julie 
Dillard was a high school English 
teacher and recently transitioned to 
being a librarian working on her masters 
in Library Science. 
 
She is Mom to four kids, and is an 
aspiring YA and middle grade author. 
She has been an active member of 
SCBWI for over eight years and is 
dedicated to growing our community of 
writers and illustrators of children’s and 
young adult books. 
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(Silver Linings continued from Front Page) 

 
 
SCBWI has been providing a good array of virtual programming, 
accessible despite travel and interaction hurdles, and I hope you’ll 
check out resources available through www.scbwi.org , the YouTube 
channel https://www.youtube.com/user/TheScbwi , regional webinars 
(https://www.scbwi.org/regional-webinars/ ) and more. I’ve signed up 
for and look forward to the boost of the SCBWI Winter Conference 
this February via Zoom. It’ll be nice not having to prioritize breakout 
sessions—attendees can catch them all, if not live then via recordings 
available through March. If you get a chance, check out the 
conference at https://www.scbwi.org/events/winter-conference-2021/.  
 

 
 

  (I’m also appreciating Benny, my pandemic 
writing-partner-in-training.)  

 
 
This year I’ve missed the usual opportunities we’d have to work 
together, but I look forward to real and virtual meetups as we regroup 
and build our network of insight, support, and encouragement through 
Nevada SCBWI. I hope 2021 gives you the gift of time to revisit 
favorite books, new stories to adventure through, novel ways to 
connect, and the time and energy to put your own stories to paper. 
 
 
	

~   Upcoming Events   ~ 
 
1.  The NV Mentorship Program registration is 
due January 31, 2021. Please submit your form and pay 
the $50 registration fee. The registration form is at the end 
of the page here: https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/2021-
nevada-mentorship-registration/ 
 
2. In commemoration of Black History Month, SCBWI- 
Nevada invites you to gather and celebrate for a 
presentation and Q&A on Mardi Gras (February 16 at 
3pm) with author and artist Daria Peoples-Riley. Daria will 
share her writing and illustration process from idea to 
publication, her thoughts on agent and author relationships, 
and how she hopes her forthcoming book, AMERICA, My 
Love AMERICA My Heart will inspire readers of all ages to 
retain, reclaim, and revitalize all of who they are.  
All are invited to this free event. Registration for the Zoom 
meeting is here: https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/mlk-
celebration-with-daria-peoples-author-illustrator/ 
 
3. One Agent at a Time: Meet literary agent Brent Taylor, 
one of the top-selling agents in children's publishing. He 
represents, PB, MB, YA, and some adult fiction as well. 
More information can be found on our events 
page: https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/meet-agent-brent-
taylor-ranked-16-on-publishers-marketplace-for-childrens-
books/ Critiques are sold out. Event is February 23, 2021. 
The event will be recorded but you must register prior to 
the event to view the recording. 
 
 
 
 
Can we help you find something? 
SCBWI NV Volunteer Team: 
https://nevada.scbwi.org/meet-our-team/ 
SCBWI Webinars: https://nevada.scbwi.org/webinars/ 
SCBWI NV Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/717820191596346/	
Our Events Calendar: https://nevada.scbwi.org/	
Past SCBWI NV Newsletters: 
https://nevada.scbwi.org/newsletter/ 
Our Mentorship Program: 
https://nevada.scbwi.org/nevada-scbwi-mentor-program/	
 
 
 
Megan Kellermeyer	joined SCBWI in 2016, but she's been 
writing about far off lands and people since her teens. She 
has created and maintained websites like 
www.zomboo.com for local businesses for over eight years 
and sometimes writes for the late-night TV 
show, "Zomboo's House of Horror Movies." Known online 
as Jade Griffin, she is both writer and illustrator for the 
webcomic 56shards.com, which has been running for over 
seven years. Whether writing, drawing, or delighting in the 

screams of 
people exiting 
the home haunt 
she helps put on 
every 
Halloween, 
Megan is 
constantly 
creating and is 
working toward 
the publication 
of her first 
middle-grade 
novel. 
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Author Ity 
By Megan “Jade Griffin” Kellermeyer 
“Palette” 

 
In a world so full of color and vibrant life, our own noise can keep us from hearing and seeing the most fantastic 
micromasterpieces. The daily grind of going to work, making dinner, managing family, and repeating it all tends to quiet 
the best of us and drown out all else. We forget to let our shoulders relax and simply listen, because we forget that the 
world around us is our source of inspiration.  
 
That source of inspiration is going to look slightly different when it comes from different people sharing different 
experiences, and that’s a good thing. Shared experiences create shared empathy between different groups of people and 
melt away xenophobia generations in the making.  
 
Those different sources of inspiration can also be self-affirming for children searching for themselves in the books they 
read. This is important for their self-esteem and mental health. 
      
We all need our voices heard.  
 
With all the current changes in the world, those voices previously too far back in the crowd are now growing loud and 
clear. Why were they so quiet before? It might have been a lack of exposure or the previous state of the world that kept 
them hushed. Whatever the reason, we hear them now and their voices are beautiful.  
      
SCBWI mentions books all of the time. Two recent ones that continue to captivate me with their unique look and diverse 
perspective are Dreamers by Yuyi Morales and Drawn Together by Minh Le and Dan Santat. Read them. Read others 
like them. Read middle grade and young adult, and let those voices speak to you.  
 
Find others, like artist Paige Pettibon, who creates fantastic cultural and tribal art through beadwork, paintings, quilting, 
and digital pieces. And when you find those who call to you the most, share them. Let them know you see and hear them.  
      
I am proud of my fellow writers and artists who have given a voice and a face to the diversity that has always been there. 
It’s fantastic that we get the opportunity to see so many new styles, textures, and patterns of life. I’m excited for the 
variety of ethnicity and world color brought out in books, blobs, vlogs, cinema, and all artistic expressions.   
      
There is such a great palette of individual colors and ethnic textures that celebrate the whole world. Go online, or do a 
Google search (and use the library after the pandemic), and find those amazing voices. Listen to them. Help spread the 
word that there are fast-growing gardens of literature blooming with this color of life, where all children can pick out a 
book and see themselves in the pages.  
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New Year; Shifting Priorities 

By Suzanne Morgan Williams, Regional Advisor Emeritus, PAL Coordinator 

It’s not unusual to review our past year and set new goals in January. What is so strange is what we all experienced this 
past year. Whether your finances changed, you suffered through illness, lost a loved one, or were able to stay safely at 
home, we all needed to adapt to the Corona virus. And there were politics, protests, self-reflection, and passionate 
feelings. After this year like none we’ve had before, how will we approach 2021? 

A friend of mine asked recently, “Why write (or illustrate) at all when there are so many important things to do right 
now?” She is a doctor and a writer, so the question was understandable and doubly important. How would she best 
prioritize her time during the pandemic? What about the election? Black Lives Matter? Every answer will be personal. 
But as we live through and hopefully exit the pandemic, what will we have learned about our priorities and our creative 
lives?  

For some, responsibilities at home have become so heavy that manuscripts and artwork have to go on hold. But others 
have more time than before or have found a balance where there is still time to write or draw. Is taking time to create 
somehow selfish or ineffective right now? You’ll have your own answer, but here’s what I think. 

Writing keeps me mentally healthy. It takes me to a place where the day’s news doesn’t bombard me. Often, it’s fun. We 
are lucky to have satisfying work while staying close to home. If you have children or grandchildren, continuing your 
creative routine can be comforting for them. They see you adopting new methods and problem solving during a difficult 
time. They will remember that and have your example to follow in their future. 

Books will still be published, stories still need to be told, children will still be educated whether at home, online, or in the 
classroom. In this moment of universal, worldwide experience, let’s take advantage of our unique skills of observation 
and expression. I’m not suggesting we all write about the pandemic, but that we’ve all had to face our mortality, find 
more compassion for our less fortunate neighbors, develop a deeper appreciation of our “community helpers” aka 
essential workers, reflect on the elderly, plan for an uncertain future, and rearrange our lives as best we can when outward 
circumstances cannot be changed.  

That’s a big list – empathy, creativity, adaptability, and gratitude. If we incorporate it into our work, how much richer and 
more meaningful will our manuscripts and illustrations be? Don’t lose this opportunity. 

My answer to that dear friend’s question is: We are the storytellers. Our work is vital whether it’s for asking tough 
questions, providing a good laugh, or shining a hopeful light to our future.  

As you set your goals for 2021, yes please, take a shift at the food bank, find time for your family. If you are a first 
responder or health care worker, of course, that’s your first priority. But don’t feel guilty about taking time for your 
creative life. Nurture it. We need your voices. 

Happy New Year. 

Suzanne Morgan Williams is the author of the middle grade 
novel Bull Rider and eleven nonfiction books for children. Bull 
Rider is a Junior Library Guild Selection, is on several state 
award lists, and won a Western Heritage Award from the 
National Western Heritage and Cowboy Museum. Her 
nonfiction titles include Piñatas and Smiling Skeletons, The 
Inuit, and China’s Daughters. Suzanne has presented and 
taught writing workshops at dozens of schools, professional 
conferences, and literary events across the US and Canada. She 
is a Nevada Arts Council Artist in Residence and was Society 
of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators Member of the 
Year.
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‘Tis the Season? 
By Nazanin Ford, Editorial Assistant  

 
The holidays always inspire crafts and baking in my household—from 
October through December I am up to my elbows in glitter and sprinkles. 
We have our family traditions but also like to experiment with fun new 
ideas that we find, say, in a children’s magazine. It’s funny to think all 
that festive creativity had to be submitted to the magazine publishers 
months ago.  
 
Those great DIY Halloween decorations and fun autumn crafts? They 
were submitted back when the leaves were just buds on the branches. And 
that sweet Hannukah poem? Written, revised, and submitted when people 
were packing for (socially distanced) picnics, not craving latkes. Maybe 
that’s where the idea of Christmas in July originates.  
 
In any case, a lot goes into planning a year’s worth of issues, so it should 
come as no surprise that magazines must get their holiday and seasonal 
content long before the rest of the world is feeling spirited. The rule of 
thumb is that publishers want seasonal pieces six to eight months in 
advance.  
 
So, if you were feeling inspired during the holiday season, be sure to keep 
your artistic fire burning now that the Yule log is put out. Publishers will 
be ready for your stories, poems, artwork, photos, puzzles, recipes, and 
crafts in April.  
 
A few (more) notes on submitting for magazine publication: 
 

• Follow the guidelines. Always check and double check submission 
guidelines—and follow them to a tee. Always check and double 
check submission guidelines—and follow them to a tee. (No, that’s 
not a typo. It’s THAT important.) Magazines groups, like U.S. Kids 
Magazines, have unambiguous philosophies and precise 
requirements for each of their magazines. Smaller individual 
periodicals are no exception. General and special calls are posted on 
their websites, but you might have to dig a little to find them. 

• Consider the legalities. The rights a publication acquires vary 
considerably. A magazine might purchase all rights or one-time 
publication rights; they might consider previously published work or 
simultaneous submissions, or they may not. Be sure to understand 
these variables before submitting and note them when you track 
your submissions. 

• Know the submission window. This applies for special calls, 
seasonal submissions, and tells you how long to wait before 
checking with an editor. Usually you can find a “response time” 
clause on the submissions guidelines.  

• Submit once per group. Only submit your project to the magazine 
with the closest matching criteria and audience within a group of 
magazines. Cricket Media’s submission page states: “…do not 
submit the same piece to multiple magazines. If a submission to one 
magazine is more appropriate for another, we will pass it on to that 
magazine's editor.” Highlights echoes this in their guidelines: “The 
editors work together closely and will share a manuscript if they feel 
it's better suited to a different magazine.” 

• Keep track of your submissions and responses. This might by an 
excel sheet or a cork board; either way be sure to keep track of what 
you submit to whom and when. Don’t forget to note which version 
you submitted of any given work. It’s also not a bad idea to set a 
calendar reminder for yourself on when to follow up with an editor 
or magazine.  

 

Stephanie Espinoza Villamor's YA science fiction story, 
"Artificial," was chosen as the top story in the Insecure 
Writer's Support Group annual anthology contest, 
receiving the honor of being the anthology's title and cover 
art. Dark Matter: Artificial will be available in print and as 
an ebook on Amazon.com in May 2021. 
 
In 2020, Diana Aleksandrova published her Special 
Monsters Collection, a three-book series about 
misunderstood and misfit monsters, who fail to fulfill the 
expectations that come with being monsters. The books 
empower kids through self-acceptance and teach kindness. 
Books in the series: Too Cute to Spook, MON-STAA, and 
THUD! THUD! 
 
David McMullin signed with Kaitlyn Sanchez at 
Olswanger Literary. He was also awarded an honorable 
mention for the 2020 SCBWI Ann Whitford Paul – 
Writer’s Digest Manuscript Award for most promising new 
picture book manuscript. 
 
Boy Scouts of America Zephyr District in Reno published 
a short community service article in "Scouter Newsletter", 
written by Megan Kellermeyer. 
 
HarperTeen bought XOXO, a YA romantic comedy by 
Axie Oh. Publication is scheduled for summer 2021. 
 
On January 12, 2021, Versify published The Whole Hole 
Story, a picture book written by Vivian McInerny and 
illustrated by Ken Lamug. 
 

Congratulations, everyone! 
 
Nazanin Ford was born in Iran–a place she hopes to 
capture in story one day. She was raised in California–a 
place that will never stop being a part of her. And she lives 
in Las Vegas–a place that has surprised her as home.  
 
Writing since she was in elementary school, she only 
discovered she wanted to do it for a living while 
completing her undergraduate degree in English at LMU. 
Since then, she’s been a journalist, copy editor, technical 

writer, stringer and 
freelancer. All the 
while, she’s kept her 
eye on fiction–her first 
love–so she earned a 
master’s degree from 
USC in creative 
writing. Currently, she 
teaches writing 
composition at the 
College of Southern 
Nevada. 
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Illustrator Spotlight: Bonnie Kelso 
Interviewed by Nazanin Ford 

 
You studied art 
starting at a young age 
and started your 
professional life in 
design. When and why 
did you start working 
on children's literature 
and illustrations?  
 
I have always wanted to 
write children's books. 
There's a framed piece of 
paper hanging over my 
desk titled, "When I 
Grow Up." In my neatest 
eight-year old cursive 
handwriting it says, 
"When I grow up I want 
to write books. Because I 
like to draw and write. I want two children. I want a dog too." Well, in 
college I had a dog. I have two children. So now is the time for me to 
honor my first childhood wish. Those childhood dreams are important. 
It's too easy to get sidetracked. When I graduated from RISD, I had a 
lot of loans to pay off. I started working right away. My first job out of 
college was packing staples in a factory. My last job was working as 
an exhibit designer at the Smithsonian. A lot happened in between 
those two jobs, but I never stopped wanting to write and illustrate my 
own stories. It was always a "someday" dream before. In 2017, I took 
the plunge and self-published three books for children. I fell in love 
with the process, so I decided to take the path toward traditional 
publishing and joined SCBWI. I've had the best time these last few 
years improving my craft and building friendships.  
 
How does your professional and educational background (or 
maybe even your past globetrotting) factor into the work you're 
creating now? 
 
Absolutely, it does! I have a diverse rage of interests and have always 
loved learning new things. I think that insatiable curiosity is reflected 
in the stories I write. When I worked for the Smithsonian I remember I 
used to love walking through the storage vaults. Surrounded by so 
many treasures from all over the world set my imagination on fire! 
Next thing I knew, I was selling off everything I had to travel the 
world and experience it first hand. I haven't written a story about my 
travels yet, but I feel like one is coming soon! 
 
You've said that your focus is to create books "that encourage 
individualism and brave creative self-expression."  Where do you 
find inspiration for your stories and illustrations? 
  
I didn't start out very brave. I was terribly shy when I was little, but I 
loved to draw. Drawing helped me feel good about myself. It gave me 
little worlds to invent and crawl inside. I like to show kids (and adults) 
that self-expression has an empowering quality. 
 

 

Creative energy gets trapped inside us, and we 
have to let it out in whichever form calls to us, 
be it writing, drawing, dance, music, etc. to feel 
healthy and whole. I often facilitate workshops 
that bring out the inner-creative in people who 
have never thought of themselves as creative 
before. It's an honor to help someone open the 
door to his or her unique creative life.  
 
As far as inspiration goes, everything inspires 
me. I am a total sponge. I was inspired last 
week while picking up some things at Target. 
There was a huge stack of Roombas for sale, 
and I felt a strong desire, like I really needed 
one. I didn't buy the Roomba, but I did write a 
story about a holiday helping robot named 
Sparkle 3000. When I encounter a strong 
feeling, I like to sit with it and dissect it, 
because there's usually inspiration lurking in 
there somewhere.   
 
You recently blogged on your 
website bonniekelso.com about "the power 
of cuteness." (May I just say: I love this!) 
How does this relate to your art? Would you 
categorize your illustration/writing style as 
cute? 
 
Cuteness is a superpower. I was having a bad 
week and decided to draw something cute each 
day. It really did lift my spirits! It may seem 
simple, but there is power behind it. Sometimes 
I manage to create cute things, but I really 
strive to tap into the heart that rests inside of 
cuteness hoping I'll discover something truly 
loveable. I have funny stories, but I don't shy 
away from the heavier topics like grief, 
divorce, and illness. Kids need this kind of 
support in their lives. They need to know their 
feelings are recognized and valid.  
 
 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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(Illustrator Spotlight Continued from Page 6) 
 

You stay really active with your art and your 
writing. How do you manage your various 
projects and keep yourself moving in the 
right direction?  
	
I push myself constantly to create. It has a 
snowball effect. The more I do it, the better my 
work gets. I've been rolling downhill all year 
long, gaining momentum and confidence along 
the way. I've only recently started the querying 
process. Sure, I get derailed from time to time, 
because I have a problem resisting shiny new 
ideas that come along. But eventually, I get back 
to completing my strongest projects, and I 
believe they are better off for it. Sometimes I 
need to let a story rest to know for sure if it's 
good enough to move forward with. 
 
What's one current project that has you 
excited?  
 
I've always had a fascination with the ocean, and 
I used to be really into scuba diving. I'm 
working on a humorous informational fiction 
picture book right now that celebrates my 
favorite creature in the sea. I think about it all 
the time. I don't want to say anything more 

about it, because it's in that sacred incubation phase. 
 
What are some of your future projects/goals? 
 
Ideally, I would like to find a partnership with 
an agent who can offer editorial feedback and 
help me grow as a creator. I also have some 
exciting opportunities coming up in the art 
facilitation realm. The pandemic put a hold 
on most of it, but with a vaccine on the 
horizon, projects are starting to come together 
again. I've missed working with children on 
creative projects. I've come to realize that 
nurturing the creativity in others is a big part 
of who I am. 
 
What advice would you offer to newer 
members of SCBWI? 
 
SCBWI provides a clear path to publication if 
you stay optimistic, do the work, and refuse 
to give up. Reach out to and get involved 
with your local critique group. This measure 
of accountability has helped me stay 
productive and create the highest quality 
work possible. There are a lot of classes and 
contests out there to keep you busy, but don't 
forget to keep the creation of your best work 
your number one priority.  
 


