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2019 in Review
By Cynthia Mun, Regional Advisor
2019 went faster than I expected. Looking back, I am proud that we
had some great events this year. Although the largest event was the
Annual Pitch Festival that was held in conjunction with the Nevada
Mentorship Program, SCBWI NV produced fifteen other events held
in Reno or Las Vegas, either at a venue or online. Some memorable
ones include the Reno Writer’s retreat and Writing Contemplative
Humor webinar. Both Reno and Las Vegas also offered free events so
that anyone who was a member could attend. In addition, the Picture
Book group have met monthly for critique and craft. Our novel
critique groups are active in Reno, Las Vegas, and Henderson.
SCBWI as a whole also offered dozens of online events hosted by
SCBWI regions across the country. Having webinars gives many
members the opportunity to attend events without having to drive.
The national SCBWI conference in Los Angeles also was a highlight
this year for me with nine Nevada members attending.
However, SCBWI is more than an organization that creates events.
It’s the children’s book community that makes it worthwhile for me. I
always know there is someone I could talk to about children’s books
and writing, someone who understands it from a creator’s perspective
and not just as a reader.
If you haven’t renewed your membership, I encourage you to do so
now. Our ability to create events that are Nevada specific is only
possible by having more members in our region.
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Cynthia Mun is a former corporate VP of Marketing. She
spent twenty years in emerging markets in Silicon Valley
and hospitality in Las Vegas. She switched careers in
2011 to write children’s novels. She is represented by
Jenny Bent and Eliza Kirby at The Bent Agency.
As a Korean immigrant, Cynthia was the first to receive a
college degree in her family. She is an active community
advocate and serves as the President of the Yale Club of
Nevada and ASC Director for undergraduate recruitment
for Yale University. She is the Regional Advisor for
SCBWI NV.

Newsletter Editor
Myrna Foster has written for
newspapers and sold six poems
to Highlights High Five. She writes
picture books, chapter books, middle
grade, and young adult novels. She has
three kids, too many cats, and a moody
parakeet.
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~ Writer Roundup ~

Having members in Nevada gives SCBWI headquarters the funds to
allow our region to have a regional advisor. We’re supported
financially so that I can apply for grants with SCBWI corporate office
for events we can’t afford. The conference in May cost SCBWI NV
$40,000; however, we only charged members $175 versus the $400 it
should have been. (Every other writer’s conference in Las Vegas
charged tickets in the $400-500 range.) But you can’t reap the
benefits of your membership if you don’t attend events.

Still waiting to hear back from that last query letter? Not
sure if your submission is up to snuff? Give a critique
group a try! A fresh perspective not only awakens new
ideas and reveals previously unseen plot holes, it also
toughens your skin and bolsters the ego. A writer's critique
group can help out even the seasoned booksmith.

Don’t be afraid that you’re not ready to attend an event. All events
have new members in mind, and members are in every stage of their
writing careers. Whether you only have an inkling of a story or
you’ve revised the manuscript dozens of times, you’ll benefit from
attending.

Who: Middle Grade-Young Adult Novelists-Picture
Book Writers & Illustrators
Where: Please contact Kim Harnes
at kimharnes@gmail.com for location info.
When: Every Saturday, except holidays, 3-5pm.
Notes: Email Kim with questions and to make sure
the meet is on. Cancellations do occur.

Your SCBWI regional NV team (Cynthia, Julie, Ken), along with
regional coordinators, try our best to develop events that break even,
but with the support of our main headquarters, I know that if
something went wrong, they have our backs in terms of any liability.
In 2020, we hope to see more of you. If you don’t think you’re getting
value from your membership, speak up. We would love to hear from
you. If you feel you need more in-person events, volunteer to help
organize them. The membership gives you access to a great
community, events, and expertise. And, if you volunteer, you’ll have
an impact to steer the organization to what you need most.
I’d like to thank all of our volunteers who have helped create this
active community. Without them, we wouldn’t be able to operate the
Nevada chapter:
Cynthia Ritsko, Las Vegas Area Coordinator
Myrna Foster, Editor, WriteRiders Newsletter
Megan Kellermeyer, Webmaster
Shannon Cangey, Critique Leader
Stephanie Villamoor, Critique Leader
Kim Harnes, Critique Leader
Suzanne Morgan Williams, Regional Advisor Emerita, PAL
Coordinator
Jenny MacKay, Reno Area PAL Coordinator
Axie Oh, Las Vegas Area PAL Coordinator
Ken Lamug, Regional Illustrator Advisor
Julie Dillard, Assistant Regional Advisor
Finally, I’d like to thank all of our members for being part of our
community. Your participation makes a difference. We wish you a
merry holiday and a happy New Year. See you all in 2020.

Can we help you find something?
SCBWI NV Volunteer Team: https://nevada.scbwi.org/meet-our-team/
SCBWI Webinars: https://nevada.scbwi.org/webinars/
SCBWI NV Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/717820191596346/
Our Events Calendar: https://nevada.scbwi.org/
Past SCBWI NV Newsletters: https://nevada.scbwi.org/newsletter/
Our Mentorship Program: https://nevada.scbwi.org/nevada-scbwi-mentor-program/
Newsletter Editor’s Email: myrnabfoster@gmail.com (Put SCBWI in subject line.)
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If you're interested in finding one in your area, here is a
current list.
Northern Nevada (Sparks Area)

Southern Nevada (Las Vegas & Boulder City Areas)
Who: SCBWI Boulder City Critique Group, all
genres
Where: Please contact Lisa Hallet
at Clkhallett@embarqmail.com for location info.
When: Every third Tuesday of the month, 6:30pm.
Who: SCBWI Vegas Einstein Critique Group, all
genres
Where: Einstein Bros
Bagels http://einsteinbros.com
When: 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month, 1-3pm.
Notes: Email Shannon Cangey
at tapgirl1@cox.net for details or go to the Meetup page
for SCBWI Vegas.
Who: SCBWI Vegas Illustrators & Picture Book
Critique Group
Where and When: Please contact Ken Lamug
at nevada-ic@scbwi.org for location info.
Who: SCBWI Vegas Summerlin Critique Group
Where: Coffee Bean on Towne Center and 215
When: Last Wednesday of the month, 4:30-6:30pm.
For 2017: 4/26, 5/31, 6/28, 7/26, 8/30, 9/27, 10/25, 11/29
Notes: Email Stephanie Espinoza at
forestjournal@yahoo.com for more info.
Who: Quarterly Critique Group, all genres
Where/When: These larger critique groups will be
held as announced.
If you are interested in leading or starting a new critique
group in your area, please contact Kim Harnes
at kimharnes@gmail.com.
Megan Kellermeyer joined SCBWI in 2016, but she's been
writing about far off lands and people since her teens. She
has created and maintained websites
like www.zomboo.com for local
businesses for over eight years and
sometimes writes for the late-night
TV show, "Zomboo's House of
Horror Movies." Known online as
Jade Griffin, she is both writer
and illustrator for the
webcomic 56shards.com, which has
been running for over seven years.
Whether writing, drawing, or
delighting in the screams of people exiting the home haunt she helps
put on every Halloween, Megan is constantly creating and is
working toward the publication of her first middle-grade novel.
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Author Ity
By Megan “Jade Griffin” Kellermeyer
“The Dream Key”

Christmas is a time of wonder and warmth amid a landscape of cold, pristine beauty. Days are shorter, nights longer, and this lends to
more dream time.
There are times when the brain unlocks fantastic worlds and places. Waking to remember these vivid streams of conscience, creatives
experience a rush of inspiration. They dash to some type of media to record the delight and magic. Once that is done, they look at their
fantastic idea through eyes reorienting with the brain back to reality.
Where once they peeped through a keyhole at a tremendous breadth of world-building and enriched characters, now there are only
dimly-lit caricatures, who no longer make perfect sense to a happy sleep-roused brain.
It can be frustrating, having that glimpse of whimsy and trying to recapture it. How does one go back to that brilliant idea which shined
so bright it kept you smiling all day long? How do you fit the sense into the miraculous and make the tarnishing idea into a brilliant
plot? Where is the key to open up that world fully and play in the grand schemes which lay now far beyond?
The answer is the same as when a great idea hits in the waking world. Write it down, write it out, sketch it, or even finish what is
urging you on. Then put it away, wait, and bring it out on a new day with fresh eyes. If it doesn’t retain the sparkle of days past, it must
be polished or poked at until it is the brilliant gem which caught your eye from the start.

(It’s Time to Level Up continued from page 4)

I participated in PitMad in early December 2017 and signed with my agent, Rebecca Angus from Golden Wheat Literary a few weeks
after that. We immediately went out on submission, and I signed a two-book deal with Tor Teen in March 2018. And guess what came
with it? A lot of the same things that I did with TLC on TANABATA WISH. We
tweaked the plot and added more layers to the characters, and I rewrote the ending
multiple times. On March 3, 2020, my little blip of an idea from the 2014 retreat
comes out as EVERY REASON WE SHOULDN’T.
I still keep up with TLC and have learned more writing and hybrid-publishing tips
and techniques from her. I have also stayed in touch with many of the 2013-14
mentees and cheer every time someone receives a new book or illustration
contract.
So, what if you are still on the fence about applying for the Nevada SCBWI or
another mentorship? Yes, it will be expensive. Yes, it will be inconvenient for
your family and coworkers. Yes, it will be a lot of work, and you will have days
where you second guess yourself. Do it anyway. It’s time to invest in your career
and level up.
Sara Fujimura and Tera Lynn Childs (TLC)

3

WriteRiders

December 2019

It’s Time to Level Up
A Nevada SCBWI Mentor Program Success Story
By Sara Fujimura
For a lot of people, it’s hard to justify the expense of a mentorship, not to
mention the extra travel costs that come with it, the time off of work, and the
extra juggling it takes at home to keep your family rolling while you are
away. But, if you are serious about your career, there will also come a time
when you plateau creatively and will need something completely radical to
help you jump to the next level. I highly recommend applying for the
Nevada SCBWI mentorship, like I did.
By the end of 2012, I knew I had taken myself as far as I could go. Since
doing an MFA program was too cost-prohibitive, I took every free or lowcost workshop, online class, and seminar I could. I watched YouTube videos
and read books on writing craft. I definitely made progress using those
methods (my query-to-full ratio was pretty high), but I couldn’t get over the
last hurdle with my YA manuscript, TANABATA WISH. To make an
exponential leap, I knew it required some one-on-one help. I needed
someone who was a world-traveler (my book is set in Japan), a plotting
genius, and whose “sound” was similar to mine. That’s precisely what I got
with Tera Lynn Childs as my mentor. She helped me learn in one year what
would have taken me multiple years to learn on my own. Yes, the
investment was substantial. Not only the mentorship fee but the travel to and
from Phoenix and all the extra hoops my family would have to jump through
while the primary caregiver was away. But I needed it. Boy, did I need it.
Tera Lynn and her strategies quickly transformed me from pantser to plotter,
as well as helped me bring a depth to the characters that wasn’t there before.
Tera Lynn (or TLC, as I still call her) made me rewrite the ending of
TANABATA WISH at least five times, and it still wasn’t the one that finally
made it into the book.
So, was TANABATA WISH picked up by a traditional publisher after our
mentorship finished? Nope. After enough “just didn’t love it enough”
rejections to wallpaper my living room, I decided to self-publish in 2017. It was a calculated decision and I don’t regret it. My little
book has gone on to do some wonderful things (including winning both the 2018 YARWA Young Adult Contemporary category and
Best First Book category awards) and taken me to places (like the Nevada Book Festival) that I never dreamed I could go. And I don’t
think this book’s journey is done yet. I would love to eventually turn it into a graphic novel and write a bilingual screenplay adaptation
of it.
But wait, there’s more to this story. My fellow 2013-14 mentees might remember that during our second retreat in Virginia City, I
brought part of a completely new manuscript that was barely more than a blip of an idea. Our small group workshopped it, and TLC
gave me more advice on how to strengthen this nugget of an idea into a whole book. My project eventually went out on submission,
had a high query-to-full ratio, and yet was still
repeatedly “not loved enough.” While I was still
trying to get some traction on that project, I selfpublished BREATHE, a YA historical fiction
book set during the Spanish Flu pandemic of 1918.
I can’t control what’s hot and what’s not in
American culture or the publishing industry. All I
can control is showing up with the best piece of art
that I can create. In late 2017, the dominos started
falling, and I need to thank both Crazy Rich Asians
and Kpop sensations BTS for that. I’ve been
writing YA projects featuring biracial Asian teens
for a long time now. That’s what my family looks
like, as I am the American half of our JapaneseAmerican family. We lost both of my children
(especially my son) to Japanese TV shows, anime,
and manga because they rarely saw themselves
featured in American YA books. I didn’t change
one word of my ice skating story, yet suddenly I
was getting some traction.
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Las Vegas Writing Retreat and Party
By Shannon Cangey, Critique Group Leader

The Las Vegas Winter Writing Retreat and Party, held on December 8 at the
Sahara West Library was a small but festive gathering. While members dined
on Greek food and holiday sweets, local author Axie Oh led a workshop in
summarizing your novel, which is helpful to organize your thoughts when you
are planning your story, to make sure your WIP (work-in-progress) is on track,
or to get you started when you must write a summary of your book.
In addition to the writing exercise, Axie discussed things that helped her get
published, the merits of meeting agents in person when you are trying to sign
with an agent, and ways that she markets her published books.
The small size of this gathering allowed attendees to engage in a discussion
about the activity and needs of the writers in our region, and Regional Advisor
Cynthia Mun encouraged everyone to ask questions and give feedback.
Members discussed the annual national SCBWI conference in LA and hoped
that more writers will attend in the future. The Los Angeles conference is a
treasure trove of information, and since we are so close, we should have a
bigger group there. Also, a discussion arose regarding the many webinars
offered by SCBWI. Attendees agreed that they have been very helpful and
hope that there will be more. Cynthia encouraged everyone to let her or
Cynthia Ritsko know of any editors or agents that members would like them to
consider for future webinars.
Before the afternoon ended, members participated in a white elephant book
exchange. In the process, many books were stolen, and Axie Oh received her
own novel, but in the end, each person got to take home a new book and learn
a bit about each other.
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Overall, there were three main takeaways
from the event:

1) Don’t be intimidated by the idea of attending the
national conference. It is great for every writer, no
matter if you’re new or already published.
2) Be sure to let Cynthia Ritsko know of any ideas
you have for future webinars with editors or agents
by emailing cynthia.ritsko@gmail.com.
3) Events such as these are a blessing and can only
help you in your writing journey. Next time, join us!
Shannon Cangey – A former
singer/dancer, Shannon
Cangey has now turned her
creative energy toward
writing picture books and
middle grade novels. Her
work is inspired by her
Midwestern childhood, her
background in the Arts, and
the bedtime stories she makes
up for her son every night.
Shannon’s work has been
featured in the Henderson
Libraries’
anthology Impressions, and she is a judge for the annual
Teen Writing Contest hosted by ThinkArt!. As part of her
job at Nevada Ballet Theatre, Shannon writes the
Academy’s annual Spring Concert, turning fairytales into
mainstage productions. You can find Shannon up early on
twitter as part of the #5amWritingClub
(@ShannonCangey), or through her
website, www.ShannonCangey.com.
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