
  

 

V 

 

In This Issue: 
Spring is my favorite season in Las Vegas. It’s a 
time when I’m thankful for the warmer weather 
but still in denial of the hot summer to come. This 
year, I’m most hopeful that spring brings 
vaccination to our Nevada teachers and that 
students will eventually return to classrooms. I’m 
being very selfish here, because when students 
return to school, mothers like me will have time 
to apply to SCBWI grants such as the Works-in-
Progress Grant (due April 15), Karen Cushman 
Late Bloomer Award (due April 15), Ann Whitford 
Paul – Writer’s Digest Manuscript Award (due 
April 10), and A. Orr Fantasy Grant (due March 
30). I hope you will take advantage of these great 
opportunities. More information can be found at 
https://www.scbwi.org/awards-and-grants-new/. 
 
This spring we also kickoff our 16th Nevada 
Mentorship Program. As always, we had dozens 
more manuscripts than we had spots in the 
program. Unfortunately, due to the size of the 
venue for the program, we were extra selective 
this season in matching manuscripts with our 
mentors. We are excited to announce the 
mentees for the program: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mariana Andrade…….....(Rio de Janeiro, Brazil) 
Elizabeth Davis……….……(Litchfield Park, AZ) 
Bev Englund………………….…...(Sparks, NV) 
Jennifer Hart…………………..(Las Vegas, NV) 
Sonya Kenkare…………………....(Chicago, IL) 
Jen Nails……………………....(Las Vegas, NV) 
Jacqueline Straughan………....(Las Vegas, NV) 
Karen Thomas……………..….(Sunnyvale, CA) 
Jenna Dixon/J.D. Weidenkeller….. (Fallon, NV) 
 
Finally, I am grateful that we have another 
volunteer to spearhead the WriteRiders 
Newsletter. Nazanin Ford is a writer and a 
journalist. Just as our previous editor, Myrna 
Foster, who launched the newsletter for Nevada, 
I’m sure Nazanin will guide us in delivering news 
and information that is not only useful to the NV 
SCBWI community, but one that you look forward 
to receiving every quarter. Cheers to Nazanin for 
joining the team. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cynthia Mun has two decades of experience in strategic and product marketing. As Vice President 
of Marketing, she worked in emerging technology sectors in Silicon Valley and in hospitality in Las 
Vegas. She launched the first e-Book and Pandora.com. That was her previous career. Now, she writes 
MG and YA in coffee shops all over the country whenever she can. 

She is an active community advocate serving as Commissioner on the Nevada Tourism Board and is 
Co-President of the Yale Club of Nevada. Visit her on Twitter at https://twitter.com/cynthiamun.  
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Maximize Your Membership 
By Phyllis Mignard 
	

Confession time—I am an analog person trapped in a digital world. Yes, I 
have a cell phone, computer and have even crossed over from traditional 
watercolorist to digital artist. Otherwise, I avoid using all devices as much 
as possible.  
 
I was content residing in my sheltered world but then the most 
unforeseen thing happened; COVID isolation forced me to explore 
alternative options. Moreover, in doing so I discovered amazing creatives 
sharing their talents—online! So don't be like I was: get involved! 
  
First, login at https://www.scbwi.org/ and fill in your membership profile. 
Make it easy for people to find and connect with you. 
  
Next, click the “Publications” tab and download The Book, which contains 
the answers you seek on expanding your craft. And while there, read 
current and past Bulletin issues to see what others have accomplished. 
Need financial help? Check out the “Awards & Grants” tab for amazing 
opportunities. 
  
Finally, go to our regional page https://nevada.scbwi.org/ to find 
webinars and critique groups, just for starters. Click on our Facebook link 
and sign up for announcements and notifications. Connecting with 
people on the same path will help you achieve your goals and build 
amazing friendships. 
  
I’m embarrassed to admit that for years I had ignored all of the 
opportunities our SCBWI membership offers because I didn’t embrace 
technology. Don’t make the same mistake. Instead, spend time 
connecting with peers and get past negative mindsets. It’s all there; all 
we have to do is reach out. 
 

 

 
Just Ask! 

 Introducing “Just Ask!” our new SCBWI NV advice 
column. Do you have questions about the profession 
and craft of writing children’s literature? Just ask! 

 

Dear Query Wonder-land, 

Market guides are a great place to start the search. Children’s 
Writers & Illustrators Market 
(https://www.writersdigest.com/publishing-insights/childrens-
writers-and-illustrators-market-2020) has listings for publishers and 
agents, and Book Markets for Children’s Writers 
(https://www.instituteforwriters.com/book-markets-for-childrens-
writers-2021.html) has details such as each publisher’s current 
interests, number of submissions per month, and rate of accepting 
first-time authors, as well as listings for agents. The Directory of 
Literary Agents (https://literaryagencies.com/literary-agents-
childrens-books/) and Query Tracker are also good places to search 
for agents.  

The choice of whether to query agents or submit directly to 
publishers may depend on the type of book you have written. Some 
publishers (such as small presses or niche/boutique publishers) are 
happy to work directly with authors. Others (including most of the 
big-name publishers) may only accept queries from agents or 
agented authors. Therefore, you might want to start by seeking an 
agent; an agent usually has industry connections and will be 
knowledgeable about markets you might not have considered. 
Agents can also help with contract negotiations and many other 
details with which first-time authors may have little experience. 
However, do not rule out smaller presses that are willing to consider 
unagented work. They, too, can be great places to start your 
publishing journey. Good luck! 

 

Dear WriteRiders, 
 
I have a complete middle-grade 
manuscript that I’ve critiqued. I think I 
am ready to submit it, but where do I 
start? What are the benefits of querying 
an agent over an editor? 
 
—Query Wonder-land 
 

Three easy steps you can take to get more 
from your membership right now. 
	

Phyllis Mignard, a long time 
doodler, follows her passion of 
crafting illustrated stories for 
young readers. A member of 
SCBWI for 20 years, she is currently 
the NV SCBWI Member Liaison. 
Visit her website at 
http://phyllismignard.com/. 
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   Just Ask! 

 Dear WriteRiders: 
 
During my critique meeting, I got vastly 
different feedback about my main 
character.  It seems like every time I 
share something, I get as many opinions 
as participants. How do I know what 
revisions to work on? 
 
—Critique Circus 
 

Dear Critique Circus, 

Our writing community is our safety net. Nevertheless, you’ll have to 
juggle well-intended advice. Relax. Breathe. You’re not on a tightrope; 
you’re the ringmaster of your story!  

Opinions targeting the same passage or character, even when the advice 
differs, push us to better communicate and revise that character or the 
situation.  Before rejecting suggestions, consider if you understand your 
character well enough to know how he/she will react given a set of 
circumstances. Clarify. List or diagram your character’s personality, likes, 
and dislikes. Does your protagonist act consistently with traits you’ve 
created so the voice is authentic? Perhaps adjustments are needed in the 
point of view (narrator as 1st, 2nd, or 3rd person) or perspective (how the 
narrator views events). Try, then decide. 

Momentary confusion is a common catalyst for growth. It’s surprising 
when we discover how much we didn’t know. Yet, what a marvelous 
place from which to launch out of confusion into epiphanies, with one’s 
story growing closer to completion one moment at a time. Let’s 
celebrate! 

Flying high on the trapeze with you, 

Cindy 

Dear WriteRiders:  

Before the pandemic, I met an 
editor at a conference. She 
expressed interest in the story I 
shared, but now it's been over 
a year. Did I miss my window 
to query her?  

—Lost in Time 

 
Dear Lost in Time, 

Absolutely not. Editors are always on a quest for great stories, and 
if this editor expressed interest in yours, you should definitely 
send your query. Be sure to mention the name and date of the 
conference where you met her and that she was interested in 
your story at that time. She will remember the conference, even if 
she does not recall your specific story, and the personal touch 
may pique her interest.  

The editor’s interests (or her job) may have changed in the past 
year, but even if she declines your story, she may ask you to send 
her something else, or she may share your story with a colleague 
to whom it might appeal. 

The pandemic has shifted timelines for everyone. With many 
conferences being cancelled this past year, editors and agents 
might have made fewer contacts with writers than they would 
have liked, and they might be actively seeking fresh material.  My 
advice is to send your query. You have nothing to lose. 
Remember, the only query that is sure to be ignored is the one 
that does not get sent. 

Jenny 

 Jenny MacKay is the author of 35 
middle-grade and YA nonfiction books 
and has been a PAL (published and 
listed) member of SCBWI since 
2009.  She currently edits journal 
articles and textbooks for the American 
Medical Association and Elsevier, and 
she is a mentor for the Nevada SCBWI 
Mentor Program. Visit her website at 
http://www.jennymackay.com.  

 

Cindy Leopold Ritsko is the Las Vegas 
Volunteer Coordinator of  Nevada 
SCBWI.  You’ll often find her hosting One 
Agent at a Time Web Series and contributing 
to LV Pet Scene Magazine under the name C. 
A. Ritz.  Cindy has an A.A. in Business, a B.A. 
with emphasis in education, and a M.A. in 
theology, and she continues learning as a 
member of Storyteller Academy. Visit her at 
http://cynthialeopoldritsko.com/. 
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Submit your writing questions to WriteRiders by sending an 
email to  WriteRiders@gmail.com (subject: “Just Ask”) or by 
filling out this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 
 
 



 
  

 
By Megan “Jade Griffin” Kellermeyer 
 

As we mark off a year of masks, social distancing, and sanitizing, a 
new season brings the promise of a fresh start. That may mean going 
through a closet, the car, or the whole house in a spring-cleaning 
frenzy. Sweep, spray, toss and swish! Two points! But when it comes 
to cleaning out your writing area/dashboard/file folders, take another 
look at older ideas and unfinished projects which were dormant 
during the long time inside. Plant those ideas once more in your 
brain with some fresh perspective and provide new room to grow.  
The garden you build to nurture your ideas is as unique as you are. 
How you build it, what tools you acquire, and the time and effort you 
put into bring about the fruits of your labors. Unlike an actual crop, 
our product never withers. That’s important to remember because it 
is never too late to be inspired again by the promise of a colorful yet-
to-bloom project. Please remember that part of helping your ideas 
flourish is tending to your mental garden. Be good to yourself, 
ignore those clouds of imposter syndrome that crop up every now 
and then, and try instead to plow ahead. By next season, there could 
be a prize-winning pumpkin from your garden of ideas instead of 
one that was squashed. You never know what will sprout up.  
 
 
 

Author-Ity 

 

Celebration Station 

 

Megan “Jade Griffin” Kellermeyer 
joined SCBWI in 2016, but she's been 
writing about far off lands and people since 
her teens. Known online as Jade Griffin, 
she is both writer and illustrator. Whether 
writing, drawing, or delighting in the 
screams of people exiting the home haunt 
she helps put on every Halloween, Megan 
is constantly creating. Visit her at 
https://jadegriffinauthor.com/about/.  

 

Let’s all celebrate your good news! 
 
Tell us about awards, publications, and 
other happy writerly milestones. Email 
WriteRiders@gmail.com (subject: 
“Celebration Station”) or use this form 
(https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 
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Outdoor Zen 
 Finding inspiration with family time and 
the great outdoors in Northern Nevada. 

 
Enjoying the soft breeze and the call of the seagulls, I feel 
a serenity that allows my mind to quiet.   Around the 
camp, eating our catch, my family and I feel as if we have 
been transported back to a time when humans were more 
in tune with their surroundings and appreciative of the 
bounties Mother Nature has to offer.   

Tuning out the Noise 
With each of these forays into nature, my mind has a 
chance to tune out the noise of daily life.  I am refreshed 
and can work on my art with a new perspective. If that’s 
not inspiration, I don’t know what is. 

Inspiration can come in various forms. For some it’s a 
great song or movie; for others it may be a book.  A few 
hours enjoying the outdoors can do the trick for 
me.  Living in Northern Nevada, there are two places my 
family and I visit often, Sand Mountain and Pyramid 
Lake, where I find rejuvenation and inspiration. 

Earth and Sky 
We recently spent a weekend at Sand Mountain, a 
singing sand dune 20 miles east of Fallon along U.S. 
Route 51. The “singing” can be heard throughout the day 
as the wind blows and the sands shift.  The dune, two 
miles long and 600 feet high, originates from the ancient 
Lake Lahontan, which dried up approximately 9,000 
years ago.    

After a fun-filled day of exploring, we are ready for a 
campfire, hotdogs, and smores.  The beauty of the dune 
against the setting sun and the twinkling of the first stars 
creates a magical setting.  As the night grows darker, we 
enjoy scanning the sky for constellations and simply 
being there together. 

Escape to the Lake 
Although I am not keen on fishing myself, I do enjoy 
being at Pyramid Lake with my family.  Pyramid Lake is 
located about an hour North of Reno, on Paiute Tribal 
Land.  The lake is home to many legends and continues 
to play a significant role in the Paiute Indian 
Tribe.  Pyramid Lake is surrounded by rock formations, 
some which look like pyramids. The most significant is 
called “Stone Mother” and resembles a woman sitting 
with a basket.   

 
Enjoying the soft breeze and the call of the seagulls, I feel 
a serenity that allows my mind to quiet.   Around the 
camp, eating our catch, my family and I feel as if we have 

 

Parvaneh Carter has been creating stories 
for what seems like her entire life.  Characters 
hound her until she lets them out onto the 
page. She loves writing and bringing her 
characters to life. She has been a member of 
SCBWI for 3 years and has enjoyed meeting 
many wonderful people in the story-telling 
world. She currently lives in Reno with her 
husband and two children. 
 

What Inspires You? SCBWI Nevada 
Members weigh in by  clicking on this 
short survey! 
(https://forms.gle/Z2DEaUVY3EFZX6Ur9) 

 

By Parvaneh Carter 

http://phyllismignard.com/ 
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  Tweet Worthy! 
 

Events Roundup 

This issue’s TweetWorthy quote comes from agent Jennifer March 
Soloway: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Her twitter handle: @marchsoloway 

Her bio: Jennifer#4 @AndreaBrownLit | PB+MG+YA+Adult | 
she/her | In love with all things story | Revision is magical! 

Why you should follow her: Jennifer is one of 14 agents at 
the powerhouse Andrea Brown Literary Agency, Inc. She loves 
helping writers by posting advice for all stages of their careers.  

For additional information: 

https://www.andreabrownlit.com/agents.html 

https://www.sfgrotto.org/episode-43-jennifer-march-soloway-all-
about-agents/ 

 

“#WriteTip It’s a great challenge to boil 
a story down into a single line. If you 
can do it, then you’ve got a clear hook. 
If not, rethink your pitch/story. Try 
crafting a logline at different stages of 
your project to ensure you have a 
terrific hook. #amwriting #amrevising” 

 

NV SCBWI Webinar, Query Workshop #2 with Axie Oh and Heather Petty  
April 10, 10AM – 11AM 

A follow-up to Jen Rofé’s Query Workshop. Attendees are invited to have 
queries critiqued by the presenting authors. If you didn’t attend Jen 
Rofé’s workshop, you can purchase the recording of the session and use 
this session to help you refine what you’ve learned from Jen Rofé. Cost is 
$11 for attending, plus $6 if you want the previous session recording. 
https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/heather-petty-knows-query-letters/ 

NV SCBWI, BlackJack Hangout (Virtual), 21st of every month at 8:30PM 

A virtual social for NV SCBWI members. Free to attend, but registration is 
required to receive the link.Register to 
participate: https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/april-blackjack-night/ 

NV SCBWI, Bi-Weekly Picture Book Round Table (Virtual)  
2nd and 4th Saturdays, 9AM – 11AM 

Nevada picture book writers and illustrators share their work to give and 
receive feedback. There is a moderator for this program and it is open to 
all NV SCBWI members who create PBs. Space is limited to 12 
participants, so please complete the registration (free) for each session. 
NV members are also invited to join the Picture Book Facebook Group. 
More information: https://nevada.scbwi.org/events/bi-weekly-picture-
book-round-table-3/ 

The Las Vegas Writers Conference (Virtual), April 8 – 10 

Sponsored by the Henderson Writers Group, The Las Vegas Writers 
Conference is for writers of all genres. Held annually in the spring, this 
year virtually, and open to attendees from around the world. Pitch 
sessions with literary agents and editors are included in the price of 
registration. Writers will have the opportunity for one-on-one mentoring 
sessions with 2021 faculty members. Member cost is $99, non-member 
cost is $149. http://lasvegaswritersconference.com/ 

SCBWI Regional Events 

Participate in SCBWI events hosted by other regions. Costs & criteria vary. 
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-webinars/ 
 
 
 
 

Shannon Cangey writes middle grade 
fiction, tap dances, and loves anything 
artsy-fartsy. She's been a member of 
SCBWI for 8 years and leads the 
"Einstein's" critique group (named for 
their meetup location, although they are 
smart, too). You can find her up early on 
Twitter with the #5amwritersclub at 
@ShannonCangey. Visit her at 
https://www.shannoncangey.com/. 
 
 

Twitter quotes from writerly folks. 
 

By Shannon Cangey 
A collection of some upcoming events, 
contests, grants, and more for writers and 
illustrators, both SCBWI and non-SCBWI. 
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 Contests 

Ann Whitford Paul, Writer’s Digest Manuscript Award, April 10 

An annual award given to the manuscript of a Most Promising Picture 
Book manuscript. The winner will receive a $1,000 grant to encourage 
the development of an excellent picture book manuscript. No fee to 
enter. https://www.scbwi.org/the-ann-whitford-paul-writers-digest-book-
award/ 

Revise & Resub (RevPit) Contest, April 10, Noon — April 11, 11:59PM EST 

In this annual contest, unrepresented authors submit unpublished, 
polished works of fiction of over 25,000 words to receive developmental 
edits from professional editors. Nonfiction will not be considered.  
https://reviseresub.com/annual-contest 

Imagine 2200 Climate Fiction Contest, April 12 

Enter your 3,000-5,000 word story that envisions the next 180 years of 
climate progress. Winner to be awarded $3,000, 2nd place $2,000, 3rd 
place $1,000, and 9 finalists will receive a $300 honorarium. Entry via 
Submittable; no fee to enter.  
https://grist.org/fix/climate-fiction-writing-contest-imagine-2200-prizes/ 

The Karen and Philip Cushman Late Bloomer Award, April 15, 12 AM  

The Karen and Philip Cushman Late Bloomer Award is for authors over 
the age of fifty who have not been traditionally published in the 
children’s literature field. The grant was established by Newbery Award 
winner and Newbery Honor Book recipient Karen Cushman and her 
husband, Philip Cushman, in conjunction with the Society of Children’s 
Book Writers and Illustrators. The winner will receive $500 and free 
tuition to any SCBWI conference anywhere in the world. (Conference 
tuition includes tuition to the general conference, and does not include 
transportation, hotel, and expenses.) 
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/work-in-progress-grants/karen-
and-philip-cushman-late-bloomer-award/ 

#LGBTNpit,  April 15, 8AM EST – 8PM EST 

LGBTNPit is an annual twitter pitch event for queer, trans, and nonbinary 
authors using the hashtag #lgbtnpit with a special focus on trans and 
nonbinary people. (Don’t forget that N in the hashtag!) 
https://lgbtnpit.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCBWI Work-In-Progress Awards, April 15, Midnight  

The SCBWI Work-In-Progress (WIP) Awards assist children’s book 
writers, illustrators, and translators in the publication of a specific 
project currently not under contract. One winner will be selected in 
each of the following six categories: Picture Book Text; Chapter 
Books/Early Readers; Middle Grade; Young Adult Fiction; Nonfiction 
(Anna Cross Giblin Nonfiction Award); Underrepresented Fiction or 
Nonfiction (previously called Multicultural). NOTE: Members may apply 
to the Underrepresented Fiction or Nonfiction category in addition to 
one of the others. Winning works will be made available on a secure 
webpage and presented to a hand-selected group of editors for their 
consideration. Although this is not a guarantee of publication, the 
opportunity to have your work presented to acquiring editors, along 
with an SCBWI endorsement, is a unique opportunity.  
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/work-in-progress-grants/ 

Astra International Picture Book Writing Contest, April 30 

Open to picture book manuscripts (fiction, nonfiction, or poetry; no 
illustrations) under 1,000 words for children ages 3 – 8. Submission 
must be original, exclusive, and not under consideration in any other 
contest or by any other publishers. One $10,000 prize, three $5,000 
prizes, and  twenty $1,000 prizes to be awarded by the international 
jurors. As stated on the website: “The winners will have the opportunity 
to sign publishing contracts with the sponsors to publish the 
manuscripts in different languages. Each winner will be required to 
agree that sponsors have a one-year priority option to publish winner’s 
manuscript to receive the cash prize. The option will begin as of the 
date each winner signs the declaration of compliance.” No fee to enter.  
https://www.readinglife.com/writingcontest 

Lee & Low, New Voices Award, May 1, 2021 – July 31, 2021 

The New Voices Award is given annually by children's book publisher 
Lee & Low Books for a children’s picture book (unagented) manuscript 
by a writer of color or Native/Indigenous writer. The award winner 
receives a cash prize of $2,000 and L&L standard publication contract, 
basic advance and royalties for a first-time author. An Honor Award 
winner will receive a cash prize of $1,000. No fee to enter.  
https://www.leeandlow.com/writers-illustrators/new-voices-award  
 
 

Always do thorough research prior to applying for any contest, grant, or 
opportunity. Be sure to share your good news with WriteRiders@gmail.com 
or with this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 
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 Contests 
Lee & Low, New Visions Award, May 1, 2021 – July 31, 2021 

The middle grade and young adult imprint of Lee & Low Books, 
Tu Books, New Visions Award will be given for a middle grade or 
young adult novel by a writer of color or Indigenous/Native 
writer, who have not previously had a middle grade or young 
adult novel traditionally published. The award winner receives a 
cash prize of $2,000 and L&L standard publication contract, basic 
advance and royalties for a first-time author. An Honor Award 
winner will receive a cash prize of $1,000. No fee to enter. 
https://www.leeandlow.com/writers-illustrators/new-visions-
award  

#MerMay, throughout the month of May 

“MerMay is a month-long celebration of creativity, community 
and above all… MERMAIDS.” Illustrator Tom Bancroft-created, 
drawing challenge where participants post original artwork on 
Instagram from May 1- May 30 with the hashtag #MerMay. For 
more information on MerMay 2021, join the Facebook group at: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2423636040982719/ 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Debut Review Challenge, May-June 

Launched by children’s author Laura Renauld to increase the 
visibility of new books and support debut authors and illustrators. 
Follow #DebutReviewChallenge on Twitter and Instagram to find 
debut creators and their books. Write five honest reviews and fill 
out the review tracker form on the site to enter the contest from 
May through June. No fee to enter. Prizes vary. 
https://laurarenauld.com/debut-review-challenge/ 

#APIpit Twitter Pitch Party, May 4 

Inaugural #APIpit is a twitter pitch party open to un-agented writers 
and illustrators who self-identify as being of Asian/Pacific Islander 
descent. Manuscripts must be completed and polished. Illustrators 
can pitch sample illustrations. Graphic Novels should have 
completed pitch packet. Pitch your work via Twitter using the 
#APIpit hashtag, plus category tag. https://apipit.com/ 
 

WriteMentor Spark Novel-in-Development Award 2021, May 16 

WriteMentor Spark is a monthly, online one-to-one mentoring 
service. Working with a children’s author, receive ongoing 
developmental editing, writing advice, publishing insights, and 
direct feedback on your manuscript to help you elevate your writing 
craft to the next level. With a choice of over 20 mentors from a 
diverse range of backgrounds and experiences, get the tailored 
support you need to finish and polish your manuscript. Open to 
unagented, unpublished writers. Submit the first 1,500 words of 
your CB/MG/YA novel and a 1-page synopsis. Fee to enter. Find out 
more at https://write-mentor.com/writementor-spark/.  

https://write-mentor.com/writementor-childrens-novel-
awards/writementor-novel-in-development-award-2021/ 

Cheltenham Illustration Awards, TBA, previously on June 1 

Administered by the University of Gloucestershire, UK, the theme-
driven annual illustration contest has prizes for student entrants (18 
years and older) and “Emerging and Established” illustrators, which 
is open to newly practicing illustrators and those who are more 
established. Submit up to four images via WeTransfer. No fee to 
submit. http://www.cheltenham-illustration-awards.com/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.co
m/sarah_caroline_pictureb
ook/?hl=en  
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Always do thorough research prior to applying for any contest, grant, or 
opportunity. Be sure to share your good news with WriteRiders@gmail.com 
or with this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 

 



  
 

 
 

 Contests 
ABA Journal, Ross Writing Contest, June 1, 5PM CDT 

The ABA Journal, the flagship magazine of the American Bar 
Association, sponsors the annual Ross Writing Contest for Legal 
Short Fiction. The ABA Journal will accept original works of fiction of 
no more than 5,000 words that illuminate the role of the law and/or 
lawyers in modern society. The winner will receive a prize of 
$3,000. Entrants must be U.S. citizens or legal permanent residents 
and 21 years or older by June 1, 2021. No fee to enter. 
http://www.abajournal.com/contests/ross_essay 

#PitMad, June 3, 8AM – 8PM EST 

The “original” twitter pitch event. Runs quarterly. Writers tweet a 
280-character pitch for their completed, polished, unpublished 
manuscripts. Agents and acquiring editors make requests by 
liking/favoriting the tweeted pitch. 
https://pitchwars.org/pitmad/ 
 

#PitDis, June 22, 8AM – 8PM EST 

A new Twitter pitch event for disabled writers who are unagented, 
inspired by and following the same format as other Twitter pitch 
parties. Pitch work via Twitter using the #PitchDis hashtag. Open to 
completed fiction and nonfiction. Hosted by Despina Karras 
https://www.pitchdis.com/ 
 
 
 

The Golden Pinwheel Young Illustrators Competition, June 28 

The Golden Pinwheel Young Illustrators Competition is an international 
illustration contest held annually as part of the China Shanghai 
International Children’s Book Fair (CCBF), with the support of the 
Shanghai Press and Publication Administration. Entrants must be 
between 16 and 39 years old, submitting a series of five images 
(published or unpublished) in any theme suitable for children’s book 
illustrations. Various prizes; no fee to enter. 
http://ccbfgoldenpinwheel.com.cn/en/index/introduction 

Four on 400, Monthly at 4PM on 4th day each month 

A monthly contest where one writer receives feedback from four of The 
Winged Pen’s contributors on the opening 400 words of their 
manuscript. This contest is open to middle-grade and young adult writers. 
Subscribe to their blog to make sure you don’t miss an entry deadline 
https://thewingedpen.com/four-on-400/ 

SCBWI Draw This!, Monthly  

Draw This! is a monthly art prompt that is part of SCBWI INSIGHT. 
Members have the opportunity each month to show their artwork in a 
social media gallery and two winning pieces are featured in the INSIGHT 
email and the homepage of the website. The Twitter and Instagram 
galleries are open to public viewing, so agents, art directors, and editors 
have yet another way of finding our illustrators.  
https://www.scbwi.org/calling-all-illustrators-2/ 
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Always do thorough research prior to applying for any contest, grant, or 
opportunity. Be sure to share your good news with WriteRiders@gmail.com 
or with this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 

 



  

 

 

 Grants 

Don Freeman Illustrator Grant, April 15, Midnight 

Established to enable picture book illustrators to further their 
understanding, training, and work in the picture book genre. Two 
grants of $1,000 each will be awarded annually. One grant to a 
published illustrator and one to a pre-published illustrator. 
Submissions may be picture book dummy or portfolio (for pre-
published illustrators).  
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/work-in-progress-grants/don-
freeman-illustrator-grants/ 

Amber Brown Grant, April 15 

The Amber Brown Grant commemorates author and beloved school 
speaker Paula Danziger. One school is awarded each year with an 
author or illustrator visit and new books to continue Paula’s love of 
connecting children with creative influences. 
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/amber-brown-grant/ 

Speculative Literature Foundation, Older Writers Grant, May 1, 2021 – 
May 31, 2021 

The SLF $1,000 Older Writers Grant is awarded annually, since 2004, 
to a writer who is 50 years of age or older at the time of grant 
application, and is intended to assist such writers who are just starting 
to work at a professional level. Grants are to be used as each writer 
determines will best assist his or her work. This grant will be awarded 
by a committee of SLF staff members on the basis of merit. 
https://speculativeliterature.org/grants/slf-older-writers-grant/ 

Actos de Confianza Emergency Grants, Deadline May 12, 2021 for 
Western US. 

The National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures (NALAC) 
announces an open call for Latinx artists, cultural workers and arts 
organizations to apply for emergency grants through its Actos de 
Confianza relief efforts. The $2,500 artist grants and $5,000 
organization grants aim to support those facing critical financial 
emergencies due to the impact of COVID-19 in the United States and 
Puerto Rico.  
https://www.nalac.org/actos-guidelines-2021/ 

SCBWI Emergency Fund, Open Submission 

The SCBWI Emergency Fund gives a grant of up to $1,500 to a 
member for anything that would help them create children’s literature. 
For nonmembers with disabilities, the funds may support 
memberships and/or registration to events. 
https://www.scbwi.org/scbwi-emergency-fund/ 

Art Leaders of Color Emergency Fund, Ongoing 

The Arts and Culture Leaders of Color Emergency Fund is intended to 
help those pursuing careers as artists or arts administrators whose 
income has been directly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This 
fund is for those who self-identify as BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People 
of Color). One-time, $200 microgrants.  
To learn more: https://aacnetwork.org/ 

Authors League COVID Fund for Writers, Ongoing 

Since 1917, the Authors League Fund has helped professional authors, 
journalists, poets, and dramatists who find themselves in financial 
need because of medical or health-related problems, temporary loss of 
income, or other misfortune. The fund exists to help professional 
writers continue their careers with dignity by providing no-strings-
attached “loans” to pay for pressing expenses. Repayment of this 
emergency support is not required. We are accepting applications 
from writers experiencing income loss due to COVID-19. 
https://authorsleaguefund.org/ 

https://www.behance.net/cindylamug5301 
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Always do thorough research prior to applying for any contest, grant, or 
opportunity. Be sure to share your good news with WriteRiders@gmail.com 
or with this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 



 

 
Publication Opportunities, Online 
Chats, Challenges, and more! 
Art Spot, SCBWI Bulletin Quarterly 

SCBWI selects illustrations quarterly to be featured in The Bulletin. If 
art is used, SCBWI retains only the first-time rights, the artist keeps 
all other rights to use the art. Winning illustrations and featured 
illustrations are paid. https://www.scbwi.org/art-spot/ 

Featured Illustrator, Monthly 

One SCBWI illustrator member is chosen each month. You must have 
your art uploaded to the SCBWI Illustrator Gallery to qualify. 
https://www.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator/ 

National Picture Book Writing Week (NaPiBoWriWee), May 1 – 7 

Writers sign up to write seven picture books in seven days. 
Brainstorming is allowed before May 1, but writing must not begin 
until after. Read and comment on author and founder Paula Yoo’s 
blog for prize drawings.  
https://napibowriwee.com/  
 
#Kidlitart, Thursdays, 9PM EST 

Twitter chat for children’s book illustrators & friends. Moderated by 
author/illustrators @RubinPingk and Charlene Chua 
(@charlenedraws). 
https://twitter.com/kidlitart 

#PBChat, Wednesdays, 9PM EST 

Twitter chat about picture books, featuring special guests & topics. 
#PBChat. Hosted by children’s writer Justin Colón. 
https://twitter.com/hashtag/pbchat?src=hashtag_click 
 
 

Ditty of the Month Club  

Practice writing in rhyme and submit your poem. A new challenge each 
month, plus interviews. Hosted by Michelle H. Barnes on Today’s Little 
Ditty website. https://michellehbarnes.blogspot.com/  

Monthly Twitter Writing Challenge 

Participants agree to aim for 500 words or 1 hour of editing each day 
for a month. Founded by author Kristy Acevedo. 
https://writingchallenge.org/ 

ReFoReMo Monthly Mini Writing Challenge, 3rd Tuesdays, April – 
January 

Themed monthly writing challenges presented on the ReFoReMo blog, 
a site dedicated to the goal of reading a wide variety of picture books to 
truly understand the form, the market, and the craft of writing them, 
while learning how to use mentor texts. Hosted by Carrie Charley 
Brown and Kirsti Call, who also curate the ReFoReMo challenge 
annually in March. Join the Facebook Group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1574236042820744/ 
http://www.reforemo.com/ 

#MockPit, May 21, 8AM EST – 8PM EST 

Practice your pitches before a real twitter pitch event. Authors are 
invited to tweet the pitch for their manuscript and encouraged to give 
constructive feedback to other authors. #MockPit is not associated with 
any other Twitter pitch contests, but authors are welcome to practice 
pitches they intend to use for other events. Not a contest, no fee or 
prize associated. https://kyramnelson.com/mockpit/ 
 
 
 
 

 

Always do thorough research prior to applying for any contest, 
grant, or opportunity. Be sure to share your good news with 
WriteRiders@gmail.com or with this form 
(https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ) 
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Spotlight on Nevada Mentees! 
Meet the writers and illustrators selected for the 16th Annual Nevada SCBWI Mentorship Program. 

 
 

While running the education program for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games, Mariana Behr 
Andrade had the incredible honor of meeting many remarkable kids. She found it 
magnificently rewarding to see the sparkle in their eyes as they were introduced to new 
experiences that transformed their views of themselves and the world around them. It 
was this sparkle and joy that inspired her to pursue writing for middle grade. This 
celebration of humanity and what makes each of us unique is what she wishes to 
portray through her writing. 
 
Mariana is writing an MG Fantasy about a girl who traps kids’ fears by drawing them as 
monsters. When an evil painting uses her monsters to kidnap the very kids she is trying 
to help, she must jump into the painting world and face her own fears to save them. 
 
Mariana wanted to work with Heather Petty because of her sense of humor and affinity 
for fantasy, and because she loves her Lock & Mori books. 
 
Find Mariana on Twitter: @maribehr1 
 
 
 

Elizabeth R. Davis writes a wide range of children's literature from picture books through 
young adult novels. Her picture book manuscript, Salty Kisses and Fire Engine Sunsets, won 
first place in the 79th annual Writers’ Digest contest. Currently, she is writing YA novels, many 
of which depict the excitement of first-time experiences and a character’s struggle to define 
their identity on their terms. Common themes in her manuscripts include experiences driven 
by emotions, identity, and staying true to one’s self.  
 
In Shoes, a YA realistic fiction novel, a quiet and ambitious teenager defends his innocence 
after being wrongly implicated in the death of a student at his school based on a pair of shoes, 
and struggles to find his identity while competing for a position on the track team. 
 
Elizabeth enrolled in the mentorship program because of the benefits it offers of one-on-one 
tutelage by a highly knowledgeable, published author. She wanted to work with Terry Farley 
because she admires the depth of her writing and her ability to weave together knowledge of 
a subject, a compelling storyline, and a rich emotional element. In addition to writing, 
Elizabeth also shares similar interests with Terry such as reading, hiking, and a love of the 
Southwest.  
 
Elizabeth has taught middle school for 23 years, primarily teaching reading and writing, and 
just recently 8th-grade math. She is also proud to serve as Western Sky Middle School’s grant 
writer. When she’s not teaching, she spends time with her family, reads, and travels 
worldwide.  
 
You can find her on Elizabethdaviswrites.com and instagram.com/erdavis68. 

Mariana Behr Andrade 

Elizabeth Davis 
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Bev Englund is a middle grade fantasy writer who started writing about six years ago, after 
retiring from a career in business. She has focused on middle grade fantasy because it 
allows her a wide expanse of creativity. The more Bev learns about creative writing, the 
more she enjoys it.  
 
The Phoenix Effect is the story of a young boy who reluctantly becomes the only hope to 
save a group of children colonizing an uninhabited Earth-like planet. It is her first novel. 
 
Bev has participated in several classes Jenny MacKay has taught and is excited to work 
with her to fine-tune The Phoenix Effect. Bev looks forward to making her novel the best it 
can be, and learning in the process. 
 

Bev Englund 

Jennifer Hart is a picture book author-illustrator with 10 plus years of experience in graphic design. Jennifer 
first self-published 3 years ago with a fictional picture book series for ages 4-6 inspired by her dog. Baxter, 
The Dog books teach inclusive behavior and curiosity with a touch of magic and a whole lot of silliness. 
Channel 8’s The Pet Project, Fox 5 More, and Las Vegas Baby Magazine all featured the series.  
 
Jennifer is also part of the 2019-2022 Nevada Artist’s Roster and founded a charity book drive in 2018 called 
Book for a Book that benefitted The Children’s Heart Foundation. She now turns her attention to traditional 
publishing, focusing on a passion for concept books, informational non fiction, and narratives that inspire 
kindness, encourage adventure, and invite creativity.  
 
My Desert Has Polka Dots is a colorful, picture book tribute to the southwest desert shown through the 
curious, playful heart of a child on a day trip. With a fact-bug for a side-kick, exploring the desert becomes a 
lyrical learning adventure. 
 
Jennifer is excited about the opportunity to be a mentee and work with Ellen Hopkins on My Desert Has Polka 
Dots. Jennifer is confident that Ellen’s professional experience and feedback will be invaluable to her growth 
and goals of securing an agent and publisher for upcoming projects. 
 
Follow her journey @jenncre8s on Instagram and Twitter, or visit iamjenniferhart.com 
 

Jennifer Hart 

Sonya Kenkare has been a writer since childhood but started serious study of fiction in 
2018 at the Writer's Loft Chicago. In 2019, she completed the StoryStudio Chicago MG/YA 
Novel in a Year with James Klise. She writes middle grade fiction and picture books. Sonya 
has published scientific papers, but this is her first foray into fiction. 

In Saanvi’s Adventures in Space, 11- year-old Saanvi must use her Indian heritage and her 
love of science to defeat an intergalactic mastermind with her alien teammates to protect 
free will throughout the universe, or she may never make it to space again. 

Sonya is excited to work with an experienced author like Suzanne Morgan Williams on her 
manuscript. Sonya believes that her mentorship can help develop her manuscript to its 
best possible version, and she also hopes to learn more about the world of publishing. 
Her goal is for the novel to be query ready by the end of the program.  

Follow her on Twitter @sonyakenkare or IG @drwanderlust822 

 

Sonya Kenkare 
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Jen Nails is the K-12 Librarian at the Adelson Educational Campus in Las Vegas 
and the author of the middle grade novels One Hundred Spaghetti Strings 
(HarperCollins, 2017) and Next to Mexico (HMH, 2008).  
 
Growing up in Las Vegas, she was always fascinated by implosions; every few 
years a casino would be blown up and a new one would be erected in its place. 
As she matured, she interpreted that this consistent reinvention was on behalf of 
the city’s relevance and growth, but she always felt that wiping out a whole 
building and making something new was so final and hasty, that Las Vegas was 
letting go of pieces of its identity and history in the debris.   
 
She is grateful to have been chosen to participate in the program and is so 
pleased to have been paired with the awesome Terri Farley (of Phantom Stallion 
fame)! She is also very much looking forward to sharing this experience with the 
other mentees.  
 
The novel Jen will refine with her mentor features three eighth-graders, growing 
up in Las Vegas, who struggle to adapt to foundation-shaking changes in their 
lives while still holding onto the essence of who they really are.  
 
Her upcoming publications include a piece in the 2021 Las Vegas Writes 
anthology (Huntington Press, October 2021), and she’s thrilled to have been 
selected to present at the 2021 ALA Summer Conference this June.  
 
Visit her at www.jennails.com.   
 

Jen Nails 

Jacqueline Straughan Jaqueline Straughan’s professional performing career as a Principal 
Dancer has taken her around the globe for over twenty years. Inspired by 
her passion for dancing and her young daughter, Jacqueline began 
writing for children a year and a half ago. Presently, she is focused on 
creating dance-centric informational fiction picture books drawing from 
her life in dance. Her first article is forthcoming in April 2021 in the digital 
publication of A Ballet Magazine. 
 
Jacqueline views this mentorship as an opportunity to learn from masters 
of children’s literature in an individually focused manner. She gravitated 
to Jenny MacKay’s writing style and impressive body of non-fiction work. 
She and Jenny will be working on Giselle’s Ghostly Geometry, a picture 
book. Geometry haunts many kids, but adding a ghostly ballet story 
spotlighting geometry will give young readers the right kind of willies. 
Excited to enter into a new kind of “rehearsal” process, Jacqueline hopes 
to develop her writing skills and refine her work. 
 
Visit jacquelinestraughan.com to learn more and download a 
complimentary bookmark to dance through your favorite book. Tweet her 
@jax_straughan. 
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Karen Thomas writes middle grade SciFi-Fantasy. She joined SCBWI in 2017 after 
becoming fascinated by picture books and created the pen name Sunny Sommerset 
as author-illustrator, and then shifted her focus to include middle grade. 

Karen’s current project is about a twelve-year old boy, who recreates his mother’s 
secret science experiment and tips the balance of his world. By the next morning, he’s 
in an alternate universe after “mind-switching” with his duplicate. To make matters 
worse, he’s being shipped off to a military school for getting in a fight.  

In her work, Karen is drawn to characters who feel set apart from the rest of their family 
connections. She also writes about mysterious situations with a Lovecraftian overtone 
and the wonder of discovery, combined with adventure and suspense. 

The SCBWI Nevada Mentorship program has been an important goal for Karen and 
she is grateful to the volunteers and mentors that make such an incredible program 
possible. Having read the novel Bull Rider, Karen is excited about mentoring with 
author Suzanne Morgan Williams over the next six months and plans to have a fine 
polish on her novel by the end of the program.  

You can find Karen online at www.sunnysommerset.com and @sunnysommerset on 
Instagram. 

 
 
 

Karen Thomas 

Jenna Dixon, writing as J. D. Weidenkeller, is a former educator and a writer 
of young adult science fiction. She earned her master’s degree in School 
Administration, but after eight years in the classroom decided to pursue her 
dream of being a novelist full time. J.D. is a warrior against celiac disease and 
an advocate for ending the stigma surrounding mental health. 
 
In her novel, Apples and Ammo, an anxiety-ridden teen sets out to find the 
most basic necessities for survival in a world on the verge of a social media-
triggered civil war. When a child in her charge is in danger, she must learn 
healthy ways to cope with her rapidly evolving world before her inability to sort 
hurt feelings from instinct leaves more lives at the mercy of a mind-altering 
media algorithm. 
 
J.D. wanted to enroll in the SCBWI-Nevada Mentorship Program because she 
has a deep belief in seeking out mentorship from those who know more than 
herself, in any given subject. As a former teacher, she was in the unique 
position of assuming her own classroom and forgoing the guided-internship 
part of her licensing. Although J.D. gained a wealth of knowledge in a sink or 
swim format, she quickly realized it was easier to keep her head above water 
when seeking out swimming tips from veteran teachers. The same applies to 
her interest in writing. She appreciates the authenticity of learning from those 
active in the field themselves, like her mentor Heather Petty.  
 
Follow her @1NighterWriter or find her on JDWeidenkeller.com. 
 
 

J.D. Weidenkeller 
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 Let’s # It Out! 
NV SCBWI’s inaugural biannual member art prompt and 
writing challenge. 

 

 

Prompt: “Where the Fun Is” 
 
Instructions: Post haikus and/or illustrations (b/w, 
grayscale, color) between June 1 and June 21; 
multiple posts okay.  Tag @NVSCBWI and include 
#NVSCBWI and #NVJune21. Select works may be 
featured in the summer issue of WriteRiders (with 
permission).   
 
Be sure to check out your fellow NV SCBWI members’ 
posts! 

Pitch & Pen 
WriteRiders is always corralling articles and 
illustrations from NV SCBWI Members. 

 

 

Howdy, partners!  
It’s your newsletter, so you should be in it! Submit your 
article proposals and spot illustrations for summer, 
fall, and winter issues to WriteRiders@gmail.com or use 
this form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ). Article 
proposals can be reflections on writing and publication, 
craft-related, writerly humor, regional/local book-related, 
and anything kidlit that has you inspired. Illustrations can 
be seasonally themed for general consideration, but also 
look for specific calls on our Nevada SCBWI webpage 
(https://nevada.scbwi.org/), like the ones below. 
 
WriteRiders is looking for art submissions for the feature 
sections: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For our summer issue, send your favorite 
craft/creativity book recommendations to 
WriteRiders@gmail.com (subject: “Craft Books”) or use this 
form (https://forms.gle/Zh5xDsPasEC3gHvaA ).  
 
 

 
 

 Final Thanks 
Nazanin Ford has written and 
edited for a variety of publications, 
but her first love has always been 
fiction. She’s been an SCBWI 
member since 2015, taking over as 
editor of the WriteRiders newsletter 
in 2021. Currently, she writes picture 
books and poetry that revel in the 
ordinary magic of growing up and 
embrace her Persian heritage. Visit 
her at http://www.nazaninford.com/  

Proofreaders: Megan Kellermeyer, Jenny MacKay, and Cynthia Mun  

NV SCBWI WriteRiders Buckaroo: Ken Lamug 

Art Contributors: Sarah Elliot, Bonnie Kelso, Cindy Lamug, and Phyllis 
Mignard 

Many thanks to all of our contributors. Special thanks to Charlotte 
Coons for her layout and design expertise. 

Event Roundup 
Celebration Station 
Just Ask! 
Member Spotlights 
Pitch & Pen (this feature) 
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