
LETTER  FROM  THE  RA
b y  C y n t h i a  M u n ,  R e g i o n a l  A d v i s o r

When Nazanin Ford, our editor of WriteRiders, asked about my
intro to this fall’s newsletter, I drew a blank. I’ve been saying
the same thing for the past year: that we will all get through
the pandemic; that the vaccine would work; and although life
is chaotic that there would be better days ahead. 

In actuality, it’s been pretty hard for me personally. I’m
guessing it’s been hard for you too.

I stopped writing when the pandemic started. There was so
much going on in my family’s life not to mention my own that
writing became impossible to do. I also left my agent. It’s been
over a year since I looked at my manuscripts -- two very strong
stories, but life keeps getting in the way. In a bleak moment, I
wondered what would happen if I stopped writing.

If I was no longer a writer, I wouldn’t stress about not writing; I
wouldn’t be annoyed at my family for taking away my time; I
wouldn’t research all the things I should be doing to get
published; I wouldn’t be on social media; and I would relax and
let things be.

So, I tried it. I  told headquarters that I’ll be taking the summer
off. I made sure our Nevada chapter had all the right leaders in
place to help while I was away. I didn’t try to write at night or
in between things. I didn’t worry about finishing my revision. I
let myself off the hook. If at the end of summer, I didn’t feel
like writing, I was willing to stop.

But, during the hiatus, my stories continued to urge me. I
didn’t write, but talked to my characters and sympathized. I
allowed the stories to breathe on their own without any
pressure. When I was willing to give up on my writing, I
remembered the quote by Banksy, “When you’re tired, learn to
rest, not to quit.” Until now, I didn’t know how to rest. I
thought it was all or nothing.

Summer is almost over and our son is finally going back to in-
person school. I’m contemplating my next steps. What are
yours? Did you learn to rest?
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Cynthia Mun has two decades of experience in strategic and product marketing.

As Vice President of Marketing, she worked in emerging technology sectors in

Silicon Valley and in hospitality in Las Vegas. She launched the first e-Book and

Pandora.com. That was her previous career. Now, she writes MG and YA in coffee

shops all over the country whenever she can.

She is an active community advocate serving as Commissioner on the Nevada

Tourism Board and is Co-President of the Yale Club of Nevada. 
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Check out the

NV SCBWI Fall

Illustration

Contest winner

on page 2! 

THE  SIGNPOST

Peter Brown

https://twitter.com/cynthiamun
https://www.peterbrownstudio.com/


FALL  ILLUSTRATION
CONTEST  SELECTION
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"[Bonnie] did a lovely job of capturing the colors, textures, 
 and energy of the fall season."

~Peter Brown, NV SCBWI Fall Illustration Guest Judge

 Congratulations to Bonnie Kelso!

Many thanks to guest judge, bestselling author-illustrator Peter Brown. 
A tip of the hat to all of the Nevada creators who submitted art, and...

http://bonniekelso.com/
http://peterbrownstudio.com/


But wait...there's more!
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Announcing the 
 Picture Book Critique Group 

Illustration Contest

And the 
New Year Resolution 

Writers' Challenge 

Design a Logo Banner for 

NV SCBWI’s Picture Book Critique Group

Challenge: Create a slider image for the SCBWI

Nevada website highlighting our "Picture Book

Critique Group." (See Ken Lamug's "New to

SCBWI" image as a reference on the NV SCBWI

page). 

How to enter: Post your entries on the NVSCBWI

Facebook group by November 30. Be sure to call

it out with hashtags #PBbanner #NVSCBWI.*

 

Specifics: Final image proportions should be 500

pixels wide x 335 pixels high.

Prize: One entry will be selected by the Nevada

SCBWI Volunteer committee to receive $50.00

toward a Nevada SCBWI sponsored webinar

and/or related critique, plus acknowledgement

by Nevada SCBWI on our website and social

media pages.

Be sure to like and repost your fellow NV SCBWI

members’ submissions! 

*You may post your submission on any social media outlet, but

only Facebook submissions will be entered in the contest. The

NV SCBWI Facebook group is a private group. If you are not

part of the group yet, all you have to do is look it up and

request access. 

Everyone has new year resolutions, right?
Why not our favorite characters?

 
All through December, post "new year
resolutions" for famous kid lit characters.

 

Would Templeton Rat resolve to
eat healthier? 

 
Would Draco Malfoy try a new hair

color?
 

Would Katniss Everdeen take up
quilting?

 
 Have fun with it and

Let's # It Out 
 
 

#NVSCBWI
 

#NYResolutionKidLit

Be sure to like and repost fellow NV
SCBWI resolutions!

Tell us what holiday you celebrate and a little bit about your traditions. 

Member answers will be featured in our Winter Issue. 

Holidays & Traditions Survey
*One holiday celebration per form, please. Note: not limited to winter holidays.

Holidays & Traditions Survey

Check out these new opportunities to be featured in WriteRiders and NV SCBWI.

https://forms.gle/nKM8YgDsfCL3t4Ua6


Dear Submission Permission:

  This may be the most vexing question a writer

or illustrator encounters. Uncertainty can crop

up on the tenth project as easily as the first.

Some people eagerly begin submitting long

before their work is ready, and for others, a desk

drawer holds a project (or many) that,

regardless of its merits, has never taken the first

step of the submission journey. Clearly,

somewhere in between these two extremes is

the sweet spot for submissions, so here are

some pointers to keep in mind.

  A good place to start when making the

decision to submit is to assume the best

possible scenario: an agent or editor responds

right away and wants to see the whole thing. If

you can’t submit it immediately (as in, you

haven’t actually finished it yet), your question is

answered: you aren’t ready to submit.

  You should also be able to answer questions

about things like genre (or what shelf in the

bookstore would feature your book) if an agent

or editor asks…and they will. If you decide your

work is best described as “Curious George

meets Star Trek meets The Fault in Our Stars,”

your project might not be quite ready to go out.

 

Dear WriteRiders:

I have finally finished my manuscript!

Parts of it have been critiqued and

I've revised it along the way, but how

do I know if it is ready to submit? 

—Submission Permission?

  Many people find that a critique group or a

small group of friends whose artistic or literary

judgment they trust are an invaluable resource

in deciding when their work is ready. That said,

don’t fall into the trap of continually shopping

around from one critique partner to another,

making endless rounds of revisions. At some

point, you just have to write “The End” and throw

your hat in the ring.

  Keep in mind that the submission process itself

can help you further hone your work. Submit to a

small group of publishers or agents at first

(maybe five or so), then hold out for a while to

see what they say. If you are fortunate to get

rejections with feedback (yes, rejections can be

fortunate!), consider them as potential guides for

further revisions before your next round of

submissions, especially if you have feedback

from more than one source saying basically the

same thing.

  Also, remember that a rejection is not

necessarily a sign that your work isn’t ready. It

often just means that the project isn’t a fit for

that person at this time.

  Ultimately, the decision to submit is yours

alone, but when you do go out on submission,

treat your project as what it is—a work in

progress. Be flexible enough to keep making

changes when warranted, be professional

enough to take criticism in stride, and be faithful

enough to keep believing in your project and in

yourself.

  And once you do send it out, immediately start

on something new. That way, if an agent or

editor asks if you have anything else you could

show them, you can say yes.

Happy submitting,

       Jenny 

JUST  ASK !

Jenny MacKay is the author of 35 middle-

grade and YA nonfiction books and has

been a PAL (published and listed) member

of SCBWI since 2009 . She currently edits

journal articles and textbooks for the

American Medical Association and Elsevier ,

and she is a mentor for the Nevada SCBWI

Mentor Program .

WRITERIDERS |  FALL 202104

Send us your questions about kid lit craft or the industry!
Email writeriders@gmail.com or use this form.

mailto:writeriders@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/XqiwhGExNPtypewZ6


I was so energized with his encouragement about

one of my characters that I knew I had to do

something with it. Normally this would mean a

completed illustration background with hints of a

story. A new portfolio piece for sure.

 

My submission depicted my character sitting on a

branch, so I started free writing background notes

and the next thing I knew—I was well on my way

to writing a chapter book story! Twelve thousand

words later, I’m now working on revision number

three and penciling in ideas for books two, and

three.

 

Some classes and instructors are great at

reinforcing one’s strengths. Then there are those

that open one’s eyes to different possibilities.

Now, I scour the SCBWI regional virtual events

regularly. I’m on the hunt for more virtual classes

because this one was amazing.

Several years ago, I had the pleasure of meeting

Laurent Linn, Art Director at Simon & Schuster

Books for Young Readers while attending an

Arizona SCBWI Conference. His questions and

analysis during my portfolio review were very

revealing and set me in a new direction on my

visual storytelling journey. 

So, when I learned that he was offering a virtual

session on character design I was immediately

intrigued. After all, his professional career started

making Muppets with Jim Henson! And if anyone

knows about creating characters that young

audiences love, it’s Laurent Linn.

Along with a discussion on character design,

another appeal of his session was the challenge of

designing a character with five variations for a

virtual critique. Laurent Linn gave live feedback on

all character designs submitted. Watching him

analyze each submission was fascinating. I ended

up with four pages of notes, which I turned into a

checklist for future illustrations.

 

A  SURPRISING
TURN  OF  EVENTS!
Some classes and teachers can reveal what’s right in front of your eyes.

by Phyllis Mignard

Phyllis Mignard, a long time doodler,
follows her passion of crafting
illustrated stories for young readers. A
member of SCBWI for 20 years, she is
currently the NV SCBWI Member
Liaison. Look for her new website in
progress www.phyllismignard.com.
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Phyllis Mignard

Don't miss out on Nevada SCBWI events! 
Hang out with us (virtually) every 21st of the
Month. And check out the Drawn Together,

virtual "draw-ins" hosted by Megan
Kellermeyer (NV Illustrator Coordinator). 

http://www.phyllismignard.com/
http://phyllismignard.com/


AUTHOR - I TY

Megan “Jade Griffin” Kellermeyer is the NV SCBWI Illustrator Coordinator and

the host of "Drawn Together ," a virtual draw-in for Nevada SCBWI Illustrators

(look for more info under events). She 's been writing about far off lands and

people since her teens . Known online as Jade Griffin , she is both writer and

illustrator . Whether writing , drawing , or delighting in the screams of people

exiting the home haunt she helps put on every Halloween , Megan is constantly

creating . 
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Keep It Not Real - R. L. Stine’s advice is that the real
world is scary enough. Pull from what scared you as a
child but keep real things like divorce and drugs out of it.

Pop Goes The Horror - Pop culture, technology, and any
fads are a perfect for grabbing the attention of a younger
audience. Some fads and pop culture rise from the grave,
like the Furbies, made a resurgence and entered strong
in online horror circles as a toy that would come alive
just to kill. Five Nights At Freddy’s is clearly a redo of the
animatronic characters in Chuck E. Cheese which have
turned to pure horror.

Explore Fear Without A Flashlight - The unknown is the
scariest of all. An unidentified sound, things moving in
darkness, parents who know but won’t say! Let the reader
be there in the moment and build the fear in the dark
with just your hands and ears.      

Absorb The Material - Read current and past horror:
Scary Stories To Tell In The Dark, Goosebumps,
Frankenstein, Dracula, Coraline, and The House With A
Clock In Its Walls are all good. Visit the library or book
store to find what lurks in children’s horror.

by Megan "JG" Kellermeyer

The Hook - What kind of scary story is it? Monsters?
Ghosts? Demons? What classification of threat is after the
young main character(s)?

Devil In The Details - How graphic do you want to make it?
What age group are you writing for? 3-6 years old, 7-10, or
11 and up? Older kids can handle scarier real-world topics
like current events, family issues, etc.

It’s Breathing On Me - Start strong with action, suspense,
or foreshadowing and work up to a suspenseful middle,
the climax and chase will move the story to the finish line.

The End…? - At the end of many horror stories, there
remains the question of whether the nemesis or evil has
been vanquished. It is very popular, and often expected,
not to end your story with an optimistic resolution. That
mystery, that threat at the end, is the real treat instead of
something more sugar-coated or light-hearted.

For more information check out:
Writer’s Digest - Interview with R.L. Stine
Wiki How To Write a Scary Story for Kids

 

The creepy and mysterious, the foreboding and deadly. There is something about horror that draws us in. Kids
are no exception, and agents are adding that to their wish lists, seeking “dark” and “horror." But how in the
world do you write horror for kids and not make them too terrified to keep reading? I did a little digging into
what other writers had to say on the subject and this is what I found:

https://jadegriffinauthor.com/about/
https://www.writersdigest.com/write-better-fiction/writing-scary-stories-horror-for-kids-4-lessons-from-goosebumps-author-r-l-stine
https://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Scary-Story-for-Kids


This issue’s TweetWorthy quote thread comes
from Molly Cusick.

“As someone who's been both an editor & an
agent, a #pubtip for agented authors
contracted w/ a publisher: keep your agent cc'd
on emails w/ your editor! You won't always
know when things are "normal" vs. messed up.
Your agent will, and can step in before you'd
think to call them.”

“It's also helpful to editors. If an issue comes up,
the agent has already seen both sides & can
help keep heads cool. Also, sometimes authors
email editors with questions/concerns that are
more of an agent's purview. Save your editor
time and grief by always involving your agent.”

Her twitter handle: @molly_cusick

Her bio: Literary VP at International Literary
Properties. NYer currently living in the Virgin
Islands. Cat parent in a publishing family.
Formerly known as Molly Jaffa.

Why you should follow her: A former agent and
editor, Molly knows every facet of the
publishing world. She’s even married to John
Cusick, who is an agent at Folio Lit. Travel
lovers can live vicariously through her, as she
and her family recently moved to the Virgin
Islands.

For additional information check out:
Manuscript Academy Faculty

The Bookseller article 

Podtail Podcast with Molly

TweetWorthy!

by Shannon Cangey

Twitter quotes from writerly folks.
Nevada
Birthdays

Shannon Cangey writes middle

grade fiction, tap dances, and

loves anything artsy-fartsy. She's

been a member of SCBWI for 8

years and leads the "Einstein's"

critique group (named for their

meetup location, although they

are smart, too). You can find her

up early on Twitter with the

#5amwritersclub at

@ShannonCangey. Visit her at

https://www.shannoncangey.com/

So, share your BIRTH MONTH
with us by clicking here and get
a shout-out with your fellow NV
SCBWI members in our new
community feature: 

"Nevada SCBWI Birthdays."
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Let us all eat cake!

SCBWI

Fun birthday facts:
WriteRider editors, Naz

and Cindy, were both born
in the month of November.
They were also both born

abroad: Naz in Tehran,
Iran; Cindy in Manila,

Philippines.

Nevada celebrates its birthday
on Nevada Day (October 31). 

Here, at WriteRiders, we figured
if the state gets a birthday
celebration, then why not all of
our great Nevada SCBWI
members? 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/pubtip?src=hashtag_click
https://manuscriptacademy.com/molly-cusick
https://www.thebookseller.com/news/cusick-durkan-and-weiss-join-international-literary-properties-1270145
https://podtail.com/en/podcast/the-manuscript-academy/58-from-agent-to-editor-molly-cusick-editor-at-sou/
https://twitter.com/ShannonCangey?s=20
https://www.shannoncangey.com/
https://forms.gle/9m4mXUSE3dAi9pg87


SCBWI The Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award

recognizes and encourages the publication of an

excellent book of poetry or anthology for children

and/or young adults. This award for $1,000  is given

every three years to a book of poetry originally

published in English.  Submissions open in September.

Deadline is March 15, 2022  (for books published in

2019, 2020, and 2021).

https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/for-authors/lee-

bennett-hopkins-poetry-award/

On-the-Verge Emerging Voices Award 

Full tuition to the SCBWI Summer Conference

(excluding the Portfolio Showcase; Intensives

depending on availability). 

A manuscript consultation at the Summer

Conference. 

A press release.

Publicity through SCBWI social media.

Manuscript included on our secure website for a

selected list of publishing professionals to view.

Guidance available from SCBWI staff on professional

career development during the winning year.

The SCBWI established the On-The-Verge Emerging

Voices Award in 2012  with funding from Martin and Sue

Schmitt of the 455  Foundation. The grant was created to

foster the emergence of diverse voices in children’s

books. 

Open September 15  – November 15, 2021.

Two writers or writer-illustrators will each receive:  

The award will be presented at the 2022  SCBWI Summer

Conference in Los Angeles.

https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/on-the-verge-

emerging-voices-grant/  
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The Lee Bennett Hopkins Poetry Award

FALL EVENTS, CONTESTS & CHALLENGES

Sept 30, 2021  Twitter pitch party exclusively for the

Christian Book Market (CBM). Check Twitter account

for full details, hashtags, and rules. Hosted by

publisher Little Lamb Books.

#FaithPitch (@Faith_Pitch)

SUBMISSIONS OPEN. A rotating panel of judges will

provide an assignment and will judge the submissions.

The theme and specific assignment will change year to

year, but the general goal will be to show sequence and

narrative. The prize is an all-expense-paid trip to the

SCBWI New York Winter Conference. Submissions close

on October 21, 2021. Free entry for current SCBWI

members. 

https://www.scbwi.org/scbwi-narrative-art-award/

SCBWI Narrative Art Award

The SCBWI Magazine Merit Awards are presented by the

Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators annually

for original magazine work for young people. Each year,

the SCBWI presents four plaques, one in each category

of fiction, nonfiction, illustration, and poetry, each year

to honor members’ outstanding original magazine work

published during that year. The works chosen are those

that exhibit excellence in writing and illustration, and

genuinely appeal to the interests and concerns of young

people.   

Submissions open in September. Entries must be

postmarked on or before December 15  of publication

year. https://www.scbwi.org/awards/magazine-merit-

award/

Magazine Merit Awards

Wergle Flomp Humor Poetry Contest

Now in its 21st year, this contest seeks today's best

humor poems. No fee to enter. Submit published or

unpublished work. $3,500  in prizes. Please submit once

during August 15, 2021-April 1, 2022. No fee to enter.

Judge: Jendi Reiter, assisted by Lauren Singer. One

poem only, please. Length limit: 250  lines maximum. No

restriction on age of author. The results of our 21st

contest will be announced on August 15, 2022.

https://winningwriters.com/our-contests/wergle-flomp-

humor-poetry-contest-free

Submit published or unpublished work between April 15-

September 30, 2021. Enter via Submittable. Length

limit: 250 lines maximum per poem. No restriction on age

of author. The results of the 19th contest will be

announced on April 15, 2022. Fee: $15  per submission of

1-2  poems. Enter as many submissions as you wish.

https://winningwriters.com/our-contests/tom-howard-

margaret-reid-poetry-contest

Tom Howard/Margaret Reid Poetry Contest

https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/for-authors/lee-bennett-hopkins-poetry-award/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/on-the-verge-emerging-voices-grant/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/on-the-verge-emerging-voices-grant/
https://twitter.com/Faith_Pitch
https://littlelambbooks.com/
https://www.faithpitch.com/guidelines
https://www.scbwi.org/scbwi-narrative-art-award/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/magazine-merit-award/
https://winningwriters.com/our-contests/wergle-flomp-humor-poetry-contest-free
https://winningwriters.submittable.com/submit/58274/tom-howard-margaret-reid-poetry-contest


Debut authors and illustrators are in the exciting

position of launching their first book into the world. This

challenge aims to give them a boost by writing honest

reviews. "More reviews equals increased visibility,

which helps get our books into the hands of our most

important audience: children! That’s why we’re in this

business, after all." Takes place three times a year.

Going on October - November 2021. Follow

#DebutReviewChallenge on Twitter and Instagram to

find debut creators and their books. 

https://laurarenauld.com/debut-review-challenge/

Unagented authors

are invited to write

200 words inspired

by one of the

contest photos, and

submit between   
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OCTOBER EVENTS

We Need Diverse Books Mentorship

Open for applications from October 1-31, 2020.

Submissions must not be received before 12:01 a.m.

(US Eastern time zone) on October 1, and must be

received by 11:59 p.m. (US Eastern time zone) on

October 31. We encourage applicants to apply early in

the month. Free to enter. The first-round judges will

select a pool of final applicants based on merit of the

work submitted. Mentors will select their mentee based

on merit, compatibility, and readiness/need for the

mentorship as outlined in their essay. Applicants who

do not comply with submission rules will be disqualified.

https://diversebooks.org/programs/mentorships/

Picture Book Critique Fest

A picture book critique giveaway, featuring 36  of the

top authors, illustrators, and literary agents on the

kidlit scene. Register and submit from October 12  -

30th. Winners announced Oct 31st. Hosted by Brian

Gehrlein, creator of Picture Book Spotlight. 

https://www.pbspotlight.com/pbcritiquefest

#PBCritiqueFest

Cybils Children’s and Young Adult Literary

Blogger Awards

“Our purpose is two-fold: Reward the children’s and

young adult authors (and illustrators, let’s not forget

them) whose books combine the highest literary merit

and “kid” appeal. Foster a sense of community among

bloggers who write about children’s and YA literature,

highlight our best reviewers (and shamelessly promote

their blogs) and provide a forum for the similarly

obsessed. You (and you can be anybody, even you) may

nominate any book published in the contest year in

English.” Nominations open October 1  - October 15

http://www.cybils.com/

Halloweensie Writing Contest

Write a Halloween story for children (age 12 and under),

maximum 100 words, including 3 specific Halloween-

related words which change from year to year. (2020

used skeleton, creep, and mask.) Last week of October. 

https://susannahill.com/for-writers/contests/

Registration open. Event date is October 2, 2021. Full-

day writing conference, live-streamed to your computer.

Founded and hosted by Katie Davis of ICL (Institute for

Children’s Literature), Julie Hedlund of 12  x 12, Emma

Walton Hamilton of Just Write Children’s Books, and

Laura Backes of Children’s Book Insider. Picture Book

Summit Theme is "The Story Only You Can Tell."

Lineup available on the website. Replays available until

Jan 2022.

https://picturebooksummit.com/

Picture Book Summit 2021: 

Discover the Story Only You Can Tell

Royal Dragonfly Book Awards, Early Bird

Deadline By Monday, August 2; Final

Deadline, Friday, October 1

The awards contests are open to books and/or

marketing materials published in any calendar year and

in any country as long as they are available for

purchase. Entries must be printed in English. Provided

they adhere to the above criteria, we accept

traditionally published, partnership published, and self-

published books and marketing/promotion materials.

Regular Fee: $65. 

https://www.dragonflybookawards.com/royal-dragonfly

Fall Frenzy

Debut Review Challenge

October 1 - 3. Prizes include manuscript critiques from

agents, editors, and authors. Hosted by Lydia Lukidis and

Kaitlyn Lean Sanchez.

https://lydialukidis.wordpress.com/fallwritingfrenzy-

2021-rules/

Phyllis Mignard

https://laurarenauld.com/debut-review-challenge/
https://diversebooks.org/programs/mentorships/
https://www.pbspotlight.com/
https://www.pbspotlight.com/
https://www.pbspotlight.com/pbcritiquefest
http://www.cybils.com/
https://susannahill.com/for-writers/contests/
https://picturebooksummit.com/
https://www.dragonflybookawards.com/royal-dragonfly
https://lydialukidis.wordpress.com/fallwritingfrenzy-2021-rules/
http://phyllismignard.com/


N O V E M B E R  &  D E C E M B E R
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Holiday Writing Contest

Write a holiday story for children (age 12  and under)

maximum 300-400  words (changes annually), based on

the supplied prompt, which is different from year to

year. (2020  was Holiday Helper; 2019  was Holiday

Treat.) Usually held the first or second week of

December. Hosted by Susanna Hill.

https://susannahill.com/for-writers/contests/

Story Monsters Approved!

A book designation program is open to printed children’s

books published in any calendar year. Books entered

must be printed in English. Authors ages 17  and younger

must have parent or guardian permission to enter. Entry

fees: Early Bird Deadline (On or before, November 1,

2021): $60  per category.

After November 1, 2021: $65  per category. 

Final deadline is February 1, 2022.

https://www.dragonflybookawards.com/story-monsters-

approved

Picture Book Palooza

"You’ll learn from a whole bunch of amazing writers,

agents, editors, receive tons of learning, book

giveaways, and have gobs of fun in this fab, low-cost,

two-day children’s book weekend extravaganza." Usually

held the first weekend of December, see website for

more information on 2021. Hosted by The Children’s

Book Academy. 2020  recordings available.

https://www.childrensbookacademy.com/pbpalooza202

0.html

Black Friday Bootcamp

#PitMad (free)

Dec 2, Twitter pitch party for unagented authors and

illustrators in all genres.. Happens on Twitter, but see

website for detailed instructions including the

#hashtags that will help picture book agents find your

pitch. Hosted by Brenda Drake and the PitchWars

committee.

www.pitchwars.org/pitmad

Online one-day livestream writing conference. Past

events 100% of ticket sales supported First Book and

We Need Diverse Books. Hosted and organized by

Storyteller Academy and author Arree Chung.

https://www.storytelleracademy.com/join

BYNNER FOUNDATION, Grants for Poets,

August 1 - December 31

Individual poets are funded through non-profit

organizations. Poets working through schools,

museums, presses, or other tax-exempt organizations

will be considered. Organizations may apply for grant

support from $1,000  to $10,000. A letter of intent is

required before a grant application can be submitted.

The letter should be a maximum of two pages

describing the sponsoring organization, the program for

which funding is requested, the total budget, the

portion of the budget for which foundation funds are

being requested, and other funding sources committed

to the project. Letters of intent are accepted from

August 1  through December 31  each year.

https://www.bynnerfoundation.org/grants/index.htm

Story Storm

The Storystorm challenge is to create 30  story ideas in

30  days. You don’t have to write a manuscript (but you

can if the mood strikes). Free to participate. Storystorm

registration begins every year in late December and

continues into the first week of January. 

https://taralazar.com/storystorm/

Critically acclaimed children’s book author Jane Yolen

created this grant to honor the contribution of mid-list

authors. The grant awards $3,000  to mid-list authors

and aims to help raise awareness about their current

works-in-progress. Jane was the first SCBWI Regional

Advisor and sat on the SCBWI Board of Advisors.  

SUBMISSIONS OPEN. Deadline is November 1. 

https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/jane-yolen-mid-

list-author-grant/

SCBWI Jane Yolen Mid-List Author Grant

https://susannahill.com/for-writers/contests/
https://www.dragonflybookawards.com/story-monsters-approved
https://www.childrensbookacademy.com/pbpalooza2020.html
https://www.childrensbookacademy.com/
https://www.childrensbookacademy.com/pbpalooza2020.html
http://pitchwars.org/pitmad/?fbclid=IwAR3golDjSbefccWCRJnkJ4HCmUgGk_ePBLjmW4U6gwiFzincSrNOggAw0gA
http://pitchwars.org/pitmad/?fbclid=IwAR3golDjSbefccWCRJnkJ4HCmUgGk_ePBLjmW4U6gwiFzincSrNOggAw0gA#questions
https://pitchwars.org/about/meet-the-pitch-wars-committee/
http://pitchwars.org/pitmad/?fbclid=IwAR3golDjSbefccWCRJnkJ4HCmUgGk_ePBLjmW4U6gwiFzincSrNOggAw0gA
https://www.storytelleracademy.com/join
https://www.bynnerfoundation.org/grants/index.htm
https://taralazar.com/storystorm/
https://www.scbwi.org/awards/grants/jane-yolen-mid-list-author-grant/
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O N G O I N G  E V E N T S ,  C O N T E S T S ,  &
C H A L L E N G E S

SCBWI, Draw This!, Monthly

Draw This! is a monthly art prompt that is part of SCBWI

INSIGHT. Members have the opportunity each month to

show their artwork in a social media gallery and two

winning pieces are featured in the INSIGHT email and

the homepage of the website. The Twitter and

Instagram galleries are open to public viewing, so

agents, art directors, and editors have yet another way

of finding our illustrators. 

https://www.scbwi.org/calling-all-illustrators-2/

Reedsy Prompts, Weekly Writing Contest,

Deadline Fridays

Submit your story (1,000  - 3,000  words) in response to

posted prompts for a $50  prize. Winning stories will be

featured on Reedsy’s website and their weekly

newsletter. For more information, consult Reedsy’s

terms of use. No fee to enter.

https://blog.reedsy.com/creative-writing-

prompts/contests/

Four on 400, Monthly at 4PM on 4th day each

month

A monthly contest where one writer receives feedback

from four of The Winged Pen’s contributors on the

opening 400  words of their manuscript. This contest is

open to middle-grade and young adult writers. Subscribe

to their blog to make sure you don’t miss an entry

deadline.

https://thewingedpen.com/four-on-400/

Art Spot, SCBWI Bulletin Quarterly

SCBWI selects illustrations quarterly to be featured in

The Bulletin. If art is used, SCBWI retains only the first-

time rights, the artist keeps all other rights to use the

art. Winning illustrations and featured illustrations are

paid. https://www.scbwi.org/art-spot/

Featured Illustrator, Monthly

One SCBWI illustrator member is chosen each month.

You must have your art uploaded to the SCBWI

Illustrator Gallery to qualify.

https://www.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator/

ReFoReMo Monthly Mini Writing Challenge, 3rd

Tuesdays, April – January

Themed monthly writing challenges presented on the

ReFoReMo blog, a site dedicated to the goal of reading a

wide variety of picture books to truly understand the

form, the market, and the craft of writing them, while

learning how to use mentor texts. Hosted by Carrie

Charley Brown and Kirsti Call, who also curate the

ReFoReMo challenge annually in March. Join the

Facebook Group or check http://www.reforemo.com/

Practice writing in rhyme and submit your poem. A new

challenge each month, plus interviews. Hosted by

Michelle H. Barnes on Today’s Little Ditty website.

https://michellehbarnes.blogspot.com/

Ditty of the Month Club

Mom’s Choice Award, rolling entries

The Mom’s Choice Awards® recognizes excellence in

family-friendly media, products and services. The

evaluation process scores production quality, design,

educational value, entertainment value, originality,

appeal and cost. Each item is judged on its own merit. In

most cases, decisions can be made in 8  – 12 weeks.

Distinguish yourself and your work and join this

prestigious awards program.

http://www.momschoiceawards.com/ 

Always do thorough research prior to

applying for any contest, grant, or

opportunity. 

Be sure to share your good news with

writeriders@gmail.com or with this

form.

Color Collective, Weekly Illustration Challenge, 

Weekly Twitter challenge for illustrators where you

make work based on a single color. Colors posted on

Saturdays, deadlines Fridays. Free to participate.

@Clr_Collective. https://twitter.com/Clr_Collective

Nevada SCBWI Draw-Ins

Come draw with your fellow NV SCBWI members in this

virtual gathering. Information on the website for

monthly gatherings. https://nevada.scbwi.org/

Nevada SCBWI Picture Book Critique Group

Meets every other Saturday. Register for this free,

virtual writer's group.  https://nevada.scbwi.org/

https://www.scbwi.org/insight/
https://www.scbwi.org/calling-all-illustrators-2/
https://blog.reedsy.com/creative-writing-prompts/terms/
https://blog.reedsy.com/creative-writing-prompts/contests/
https://thewingedpen.com/bios/
https://thewingedpen.com/four-on-400/
https://www.scbwi.org/art-spot/
https://www.scbwi.org/featured-illustrator/
http://www.carriecharleybrown.com/
http://www.kirsticall.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1574236042820744/
http://www.reforemo.com/
http://www.michellehbarnes.com/
https://michellehbarnes.blogspot.com/
http://www.momschoiceawards.com/
http://www.momschoiceawards.com/
mailto:WriteRiders@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/eon4rVvoNbYEWyan6
https://twitter.com/Clr_Collective
https://nevada.scbwi.org/
https://nevada.scbwi.org/


Member Spotlights

“Make new friends, but keep the old; those are silver, these are gold.” ~Joseph Parry (1841 - 1903)
 

As SCBWI celebrates its 50th year, WriteRiders got to thinking about milestones. Nevada SCBWI
saw several new members join in 2020 and 2021. We also have members celebrating 20 years. So,
here’s a little spotlight on some of our new members and one of our longest standing members. 

Kyle Kimber

WriteRiders: Are you an author or illustrator or both?

Kyle Kimber: I am an author of picture books, but I do

make a little storyboard with each book I write to

help guide my thinking and possibly give an

illustrator an idea of my direction of where the book

could/should go.

WR: What made you join SCBWI? What do you wish

to accomplish with your membership?

KK: I was told by many in the industry that SCBWI is

an invaluable group to join for any author/illustrator.

If utilized properly the group can be a wealth of

knowledge and networking that isn't seen anywhere

else. 

WR: What have you learned so far? What has been

your favorite thing about membership so far?

KK: Unfortunately, I haven't been able to fully

engage with SCBWI yet since joining. My wife gave

birth to our second son a few months ago and I have

obviously been a little short on free time. I hope to

network with this local SCBWI group in the near

future to learn the ins-and-outs of finding a literary

agent or self publishing and also network through

the national conferences. 

WR: What type of stories are you looking to write

about/ illustrate?

KK: I enjoy writing silly stories that are engaging for

a young child at bedtime, but also gives the

adults/parents a chuckle as well. Books for the

Adult Child (Go the F&*$ to Sleep, I Hate Everything, 
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P is for Pterodactyl, etc) are right up my alley.

It's not that I don't enjoy a good cute lovey-

dovey story, but sometimes I enjoy being

entertained at the same time. I also have a few

cute stories on father-son bonding, and one

very endearing story about a cactus. Many

others are on my list of story ideas to write up

once I have some free time. 

WR: What inspires you?

KK: I never thought I would be a children's book

author. Great stories have always been a part

of my life from when I was little reading The

Hatchet, The Hobbit, and Dune when I was in

4th grade. My true inspiration for wanting to

write stories was when my first son was very

little. The only guaranteed time I had to spend

with him was story time right before bed. I loved

cuddling up and reading him stories. He was,

and still is, always so curious and interested in

each story no matter how vastly different they

were. As a former educator, I also know the

immense value in reading to children daily and

getting young ones interested in reading in

general. I also want to start a non-profit for

inspiring more reading time with fathers. I know

the traditional child rearing stereotypes are

going away with each generation, but I still feel

that fathers have a hard time sitting down

regularly and reading with their little ones. The

mission of the non-profit would be to get books

into the hands of families, specifically fathers,

that are in financial hardships. 
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(Kyle Kimber continued)

WR: How did you learn about SCBWI?

KK: When I started getting a few books on

paper and edited, I reached out to a few family

friends and acquaintances that I knew had

published books. I picked their brains on the

process and any tools to use. Each one

suggested joining SCBWI for networking and

conferences. 

WR: So far, what has been your favorite

resource provided by SCBWI?

KK: Like I mentioned earlier, not long after

joining my wife gave birth to our second child

which took up much of my free time, so

unfortunately I haven't fully utilized SCBWI or

its resources. I was planning on listening in on

the Big 5-0 summer conference, but it just

wasn't in the cards this year. 

WR: What questions would you ask an

experienced member in SCBWI? 

KK: What's the one thing you wished you knew

about SCBWI sooner? What are the best ways

to engage in the local chapter and the national

group of SCBWI? Best SCBWI resource you

use the most? 

 

Kyle Kimber
Member since 2021
Twitter - @KyleJKimber
Instagram - kylejkimber

Kay Inglis
Member since 2020

Instagram - Kay Inglis
 

WriteRiders: Are you an author or illustrator

or both?

Kay Inglis: Author only. I have worked in the

civil engineering industry and have done a

lot of drafting, which is a form of drawing,

but I have no desire to actually illustrate. I

am concentrating on writing only.

WR: What made you join SCBWI? What do

you wish to accomplish with your

membership?

KI: I joined to learn about writing and

connect with fellow writers. I have been

participating in the online picture book

group when I have free time--very good

group by the way. The online works well for

me since I live in a rural area. I would like an

agent and to learn to write well enough to

sell a book through a publisher. I feel SCBWI

gives me opportunities to accomplish my

goals.

WR: What have you learned so far? What has

been your favorite thing about membership

so far?

KI: Since participating in the mentor

program--definitely favorite--I have learned

more about story structure. I am more

analytical, so plotting out the structure

appeals to me. I prefer to create a thorough

outline first, then begin to write. While

writing, I do use some free writing to get by

the problem spots. Also, driving long

distances during a work commute or

pleasure gives me lots of thinking time.

During these drives, I concentrate on one

problem to solve. It works well. I usually

have a laptop with me, so I often pull over to

the side of the road and write!
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(Kay Inglis continued)

WR:  What type of stories are you looking to

write about/ illustrate?

KI: I enjoy writing picture books and middle

grade light sci-fi or historical novels. What am  

I saying? I just like to write.

WR: What inspires you?

KI: I have always liked to write…anything, plus

do the research. In college, if the course said

heavy writing, I took that class. I don’t have a

problem coming up with ideas. It’s laying out

the story in a simple but smart way that’s the

tricky part.

WR: How did you learn about SCBWI? 

KI: By talking to someone years ago at the

Truckee Meadows Community College Writing

Conference.

WR: So far, what has been your favorite

resource provided by SCBWI? 

KI: SCBWI provides so much. The BOOK is very

helpful, as well as the conferences and

community. It’s a good, well-rounded

organization.

WR: What questions would you ask an

experienced member in SCBWI? 

KI: Do you let politics infiltrate your ideas and

decisions? Politics is an ideology, actually it is

often no different than a religion. I’m

concerned SCBWI is teetering into this hole.

Everyone is different. I embrace that and feel

these differences are what make life

interesting. Allowing differences, whether you

agree with them or not, leads to interesting

ideas and inventions. When I’m reading a

book, I love it when the book takes me to a

new awareness or knowledge set, especially if

it’s something I didn’t know about or

disagreed with. This will not happen if ideas

are censored. I strongly feel that if you have

to force everyone into the same narrow-

minded beliefs, you need to rethink your

ideology. Looking forward instead of being

stuck in the past solves a lot of heartaches.

SCBWI has been a good organization. I hope it

keeps moving forward.

Rhonda Kay Gatlin
Member since 2020

WriteRiders: Are you an author or illustrator or

both? 

Rhonda Kay Gatlin: I am an children’s author. I

have written story books and picture books.

WR: What made you join SCBWI? What do you

wish to accomplish with your membership? 

RKG: I wanted to belong to a professional

organization and when I started looking around

and asking which one dealt with children,

Storyteller Academy recommended SCBWI.

WR: What have you learned so far? What has

been your favorite thing about membership so

far? 

RKG: I have learned a little technology but am

still learning how to use Google Docs. I am

using Zoom for the picture book critique group.

It is nice to meet twice a month to share and

learn about different authors that live in the

area. The members have been helpful with

sharing their knowledge with me.

WR: What type of stories are you looking to

write about/ illustrate? 

RKG: I have written two self-published books:

GRANNY’S COBBLER: A COUNTING BOOK and

AGGIE’S PURPLE HANDS. Both are about me

visiting my Granny and Papa in Hartford,

Alabama. I have four picture books written and

revised. Several are ready to be critiqued.

Through the members, I am learning to format

my manuscript, query for an agent, and use

Google Docs to get in to my story. I also

started my first chapter book.

WR: What inspires you? 

RKG: I retired from teaching elementary school

in 2015. For twenty-five out of my thirty-nine

years, I taught second grade in Boulder City,

Nevada. Health issues were the 
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(Rhonda Kay Gatlin continued) 

 

reason I left my job that I loved. Teaching

children and giving them opportunities to

write their own stories provided a weekly

center, “Gatlin’s Writing Workshop.” This

brought excitement and ownership to their

pieces of writing. We had an “Author’s Chair”

that was used for the children to read their

published stories. Soon after I retired, my

brother called. He is a pastor in South

Carolina, and he had a message for me. Roger

said he had been praying that morning and

"God told him to tell me to write a book.” I

began praying and searching for my past

manuscripts. I found the one I wrote for

Granny’s 100th birthday, GRANNY’S

COBBLER: A COUNTING BOOK. I believe that

God wants my books to show children how to

interact with each other, interact with their

extended family members, work and play

outside, read a book under a tree, and not

stay cooped up in the house playing video

games.

WR: How did you learn about SCBWI? 

RKG: Storyteller Academy’s members talked

about SCBWI, and I was interested in seeing

what it was all about.

WR: So far, what has been your favorite

resource provided by SCBWI? 

RKG: The organization has opened my eyes to

what all of the aspects of being a children’s

author can be through much hard work to get

published. Using webinars, Zoom, working

with individuals, and sharing our writing.

WR: What questions would you ask an

experienced member in SCBWI?

RKG: a. How long does it take to get your

book printed after you get an agent?

 b. As a new member, what is a pitfall for an

unpublished children’s author?

 c. Is there a new member video to show all

the areas and how to use them?

Michael Harley
Member since 2001

WriteRiders: What genre(s) do you work in?

Michael Harley: Historical fiction: MG, YA, and

adult.

WR: What is your professional/ educational

background?

MH:  I am an attorney, but I am retired. When I

practiced I first worked in patent, trademark,

and copyright law, then gravitated to doing

disability rights law. I worked with people with

special needs, especially children. The last 20

years, I was with Clark County School District

as their compliance officer. My responsibility

was to protect the rights of children with

disabilities and their access to special

services.

WR: Why children's literature and what

inspires you?

MH: That's a tough one. I always enjoyed

writing. What really got me started in

children's literature was a colleague I had in

Chicago. She was talking to me one day about

her son, and she was pregnant. And her son

was not happy about having a baby sister. So

that got me thinking, and I wrote a story,

which she read to him and they started

talking. It got him to appreciate that he was

going to have a sister and he could help her by

being supportive as a big brother. The mother

was appreciative because her son opened up.

All of my work prior to that was legal work. I

always enjoyed writing--going all the way back

to high school--but if I had to pinpoint one

thing, that situation is what got me writing

children's stories.



WRITERIDERS |  FALL 202116

color and minority children. I'm really pleased

that SCBWI is not only focusing on that area,

but talking about it and working with

publishers and agents to include more

stories with children of color. 

WR: What is your favorite resource provided

by SCBWI? 

MH: I appreciate my writing groups and

writers I've met over the years through

SCBWI. They are a phenomenal group of

people, wanting to help and as much as

possible, wanting everyone to be successful

to the extent possible. It's awesome and I'm

pleased to have been part of that. It's

incredible the people I've met and how

they've reached out to help with my stories.

When I first started writing and was writing

picture books, I would write a story and call

it a picture book and my writing group would

help me understand it was more middle

grade. They helped me find my focus writing

for older kids.

WR: What was the best thing you did with

regard to your membership or creative life? 

MH: The best thing I did was joining a

children's writing group. Had I not done that,

I would not be as far along in my writing

career. With their guidance, I was able to

focus more specifically on what genre I

wanted to write and their critiques 

were very, very helpful in giving me ideas

that would appeal to the age group I was

focused on. 

WR: What advice do you have for someone

new to SCBWI or thinking about joining? 

MH: First and foremost, join a writing group.

That is the best advice I can give. Secondly,

over the years, I have gone to a number of

different conferences. I feel they are helpful

for the information they provide. But the

camaraderie and meeting people and talking

to different writers will help you and your

career, in terms of not only writing but how

to move forward trying to locate an agent

and subsequently a publisher. I would

encourage new writers to not become

discouraged because there is so much to

learn. When being critiqued and the group is

providing feedback, take the critique in

stride and use what you can take. You don't

have to accept everything that someone

said. Just keep working at it. 

(Michael Harley continued)

 

WR: What is your creative process?

MH: It isn't very structured. Usually, I try to

write something daily if I can. When I start

writing, I can write for hours, but I don't

have a formal time. If I see something that

piques my interests...I'll come home and

quickly jot something down and start playing

with it. I can write any time. Especially when

the moment hits me. My mind is passively

turning over ideas all the time.  Especially

with historical fiction, I may read something,

then I start researching, and that research

might take me several months; depending

on subject matter, it may take longer.

There's some historical fiction I wrote

because my granddaughter was in dance

classes and my daughter took her to a store

to get ballet shoes. The sales lady, being

friendly, asked her what she was looking for.

And my granddaughter, who is bubbly and

happy, said she was "here to buy my new

dancing shoes." That phrase stuck with me

and I wrote a story that I combined with

real-life characters from different time

periods with magical realism. It was a story

that combined the life of an African-

American child who had a hard time getting

into dance in the 1920s and a famous

Russian Prima Ballerina. I had them meet.

Sometimes it works that way. I latch on to

an idea and create a story if I can. 

WR: Tell us about a current project that has

you excited.

MH: There's one story that I am very excited

about, and I haven't really done anything

with it (my writing group is on me about

sending stuff out). I was always intrigued by

Davy Crockett. I wanted to know what he

was like as a boy growing up in the

wilderness. I did a lot of research and wrote  

a historical biography about his childhood.

It's a longer text for 14- to 18-year-olds. 

WR: What is one significant change you’ve

witnessed in children's lit over the years? 

MH: I'm starting to notice more inclusion. I

am an African-American male. Growing

up, there were not a lot of stories about

children of color or people of color,

generally. I've noticed in the last 3 to 5

years more inclusion and stories with

characters who would appeal to child of 



Tell us about awards, publications, and

other happy writerly milestones. Email

WriteRiders@gmail.com (subject:

“Celebration Station”) or use this form. 

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
S T A T I O NS T A T I O N

  

Howdy, partners! 
It’s YOUR newsletter, so YOU
should be in it!

Don't forget! Submit your article
proposals and spot illustrations for
any issue to
WriteRiders@gmail.com or use this
form.

Article proposals can be reflections
on writing and publication, craft-
related, writerly humor,
regional/local book-related, and
anything kidlit that has you
inspired. 

Illustrations can be seasonally
themed or for general
consideration, but also look for
specific calls on our Nevada SCBWI
webpage, Facebook pages,
Instagram, or on Twitter:
@NVSCBWI.

Pitch &
Pen

WriteRiders is always corralling

articles and illustrations from

NV SCBWI Members

Roots in Iran: Stories
of Visionary Women
by Yasmine Mahdavi
is a collection of
stories about fifteen
remarkable women
with roots in Iran.
Yasmine is the
recipient of a 2018 We
Need Diverse Books
Walter Grant Award
and was a mentee in 

Axie Oh’s latest
novel, The Girl Who
Fell Beneath the
Sea, is a YA fantasy
inspired by Korean
folktales and
legends. It releases
2/22/22; preorders
are available now
through the Writer’s
Block and other
retailers.

the 2019 Nevada SCBWI Mentor Program.
She has been a member of SCBWI since
2018. You can purchase the book on
Amazon and through BookShop. 

mailto:WriteRiders@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/eon4rVvoNbYEWyan6
mailto:WriteRiders@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/eon4rVvoNbYEWyan6
https://nevada.scbwi.org/
http://axieoh.com/the-girl-who-fell-beneath-the-sea/
http://axieoh.com/the-girl-who-fell-beneath-the-sea/
https://www.thewritersblock.org/?searchtype=keyword&qs=the+girl+who+fell+beneath+the+sea&q=h.tviewer&using_sb=status&qsb=keyword
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0578965003/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Roots+in+Iran%3A+Stories+of+Visionary+Women&qid=1632841739&sr=8-2
https://bookshop.org/books/roots-in-iran-stories-of-visionary-women-9780578965000/9780578965000


A special thanks goes to the amazing Peter
Brown, our fall illustration contest guest judge. 

WriteRiders is WILDLY grateful for his time and
involvement in our inaugural illustration contest. 

Don't forget to look for Peter’s newest book, Fred
Gets Dressed, wherever you buy great picture
books!

emphasis on Own Voices and mental
health awareness. Cindy is currently a
Tagalog Interpreter and has a B.S. in
Business. She enjoys arts and crafts,
volunteering, hiking, working out, and
most of all, being a mom. She believes
experiences are lessons in disguise, and
a story is the best way to share it.

Cindy Grace
Lamug is an
artist, dreamer,
storyteller, and
avid learner
and observer.
Her current
focus is writing
picture books
with an 

Introducing WriteRiders' new 
Assistant Editor Art contributor: 

Phyllis Mignard
 

Proofreaders: 
Megan Kellermeyer,
Jenny MacKay, and

Cynthia Mun

Gratitude is 
Always in Season

WriteRiders would like to thank all of our contributors.
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Editor, Nazanin Ford has written and edited for a variety of publications,
but her first love has always been fiction. She’s been an SCBWI member
since 2015. She writes picture books and poetry that revel in the ordinary
magic of growing up and embrace her Persian heritage. 

Last issue, in the "Happy Campers"
article, WriteRiders incorrectly stated
that Verla Kay was the former SCBWI
Blueboard administrator. She is the

current administrator.

http://www.peterbrownstudio.com/
https://bookshop.org/books/fred-gets-dressed/9780316200646
http://www.likhanicindy.com/
http://www.nazaninford.com/

