
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome, and thank 

you for being a part 

of SCBWI Nevada! 
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Big News for SCBWI Nevada! 

 
There are some exciting 
things happening within 
our Nevada SCBWI!  
 
As many of you know, 
Suzanne Morgan Williams 
and Ellen Hopkins ran our 
region for ten years—just 
wow! Their dedication and 
love to our region is why it 
has grown and blossomed 
into what it is today. If you 
run into either of them in 
the near future, please do 
thank them, or hug them, 
for all the love and time 
they’ve put forth in making 
our region an 
extraordinary one.   

 

A BIG Thank You to Member Ken 

Lamug for Our WriteRiders 

Newsletter Logo and Brand! 
 

Kenneth Kit Lamug is an American 

filmmaker, photographer, author and  
illustrator. He is best known for his 

children’s picture book A Box Story, co-
creator of the independent film Vegasland, 
and his work on street photography. For his 
illustrative work he is also known under the 

moniker Rabbleboy. 

 
 

Their roles have recently 
been passed down to 
Naomi Canale and 
Cynthia Mun, and the 
SCBWI has decided to 
give our Nevada region 
not one, but two, Regional 
Advisors (RAs)! How great 
is that? For those who are 
unfamiliar with these 
roles, an RA helps 
represent the Society of 
Children’s Book Writers 
and Illustrators in a region. 
In total there are eighty 
regions, both in the U.S. 
and internationally.  
 
An RA is a volunteer who 

not only has a passion for 
creating books, but 
helping writers and 
illustrators succeed as 
well. Cynthia Mun will be 
handling most events on 
the southern side of 
Nevada, while Naomi 
Canale will be handling 
the northern side. But they 
will still be working 
together as Co-Regional 
Advisors to help with the 
overall needs of SCBWI 
Nevada, along with our 
wonderful volunteers. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photographer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Author
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illustrator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independent_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_photography
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     Greetings from Reno! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
  
 

   

“I not only have a 
passion for writing, but 
helping writers as well, 
so taking on this new 

role is a dream for me.” 

 

 

As of late, I’ve officially 
become the new Co-
Regional Advisor for our 
beloved SCBWI Nevada 
region. When I originally 
joined, Suzy Williams and 
Ellen Hopkins ran our 
region and have given me 
big shoes to fill. Cynthia 
Mun, my partner in Co-
Regional Advisor crime, 

A Note from your Co-Regional Advisor Naomi Canale: 

 

A Note from your Co-Regional Advisor Naomi Canale: 

 

We're headed into more great things to come for Nevada! Naomi Canale and I are excited to 
be working together, and as a team, we have a lot more to offer you, and as a community, 
we'll be able to leverage our numbers for more opportunities for everyone.  
 
Naomi and I share a vision for growing Nevada so that we can create more worthwhile events 
- such as more agent visits, which all of you want, plus honing in on craft.  
 
For Southern NV, we're going to address three things: 1) workshops for beginners 2) 
marketing opportunities for published authors 3) networking and access to experts for those 
with manuscripts that are in the process of querying.  
 
For Northern NV, we’re bringing back the Mentorship Program. This is a program that put NV 
SCBWI on the map and Naomi will continue to grow this instrumental program. 
 
We want to continue to create a community, but we really need your input and participation. 
Remember, that we’re all volunteers, and our only reward is that we’re providing services that 
impact you positively as writers and illustrators. So, please do join, if you’ve haven’t renewed 
your membership, please do. We’re working towards making sure that your membership adds 
value. 

 

 

 A Note from your Co-Regional Advisor Cynthia Mun: 

 

 

 

Our Illustrator Coordinators: 

 

lives in Las Vegas while 
I’m in Reno, and we’re 
super excited to have 
each other in this new 
venture. 
 
I not only have a passion 
for writing, but helping 
writers as well, so taking 
on this new role is a 
dream for me. 
 
I’ve been a busy bee 
getting everything in order 
for our eighth annual 
SCBWI Nevada Mentor 
Program, and so far 
there’s a wonderful line up 
of authors, and industry 

professionals who’ve 
signed on. I’m really 
looking forward to lifting 
the veil on our 2015/2016 
faculty this April. 
 
If you’re a part of the 
Society of Children’s 
Books Writers and 
Illustrators, I hope to meet 
you at an event soon, or 
just look forward to 
hearing from you by email, 
or social media. If you’re 
interested in anything our 
region has going on, or 
have simple questions or 
suggestions, please don’t 
hesitate to email me. 

 

Daria Peoples  (left) uses 

watercolor, gouache, ink, and 

charcoal in her illustrations. She 

lives with her husband and two 

children in Las Vegas, Nevada 

and currently serves as the 

SCBWI Co-IC for Nevada. 

Cynthia Kremsner (right) 

currently serves as Co-IC for the 

Nevada SCBWI and has many 

books published.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://nevada.scbwi.org/
http://nevada.scbwi.org/
http://nevada.scbwi.org/our-illustrators/www.dariamarie.com/
http://www.cynthiakremsner.com/
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I wake up early every morning 
before the crack of dawn to 
spend time working on my 
dream, and even though I’ve 
been doing this for over a 
year, without fail, I wake up to a 
voice that tells me: ―Who are 
you kidding? You’ll never be 
good enough. You, a children’s 
book illustrator— seriously, just 
give up now.‖ 
  
Now, you and I both know, if one 
of our 456 friends on Facebook 
sent this message to our inbox, 
we would unfriend them, then 
block them, and then IM every 
single one of our mutual friends 
telling them to do the same darn 
thing. If a spouse told us this, we 
would send them to the couch 
for the night. No, the entire 
week. But what happens when 
we speak to ourselves this way? 
  
I know exactly what happens. 
We listen. We give up. Maybe 
not forever, but we give up for 
that day and sometimes that day 

Some Encouragement from your Co-IC, Daria Peoples:  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

“Submissions 
open for the 

Nevada Mentor 
Program in April 

of 2015!” 

turns into several days, a week, 
a month, a year and our 
dreams, our hopes, and that 
little bitty fraction of faith that 
gave us the crazy idea to 
become a children’s book 
illustrator in the first place, 
slowly begins to fade into the 
area of our life we so neatly 
refer to as our ―hobby.‖  I don’t 
know about you, but I don’t 
want just a hobby. I want a 
book and preferably one that is 
published with a respectable 
publisher and a contract nice 
enough to quit my day job. But, 
I can’t do that alone, especially 
with that devil on my shoulder 
whispering my shortcomings in 
my left ear. 
  
I don’t think I’m the only one 
who needs the encouragement 
of others, whether in the form of 
a compliment or a critique, 
accountability or an 
inspirational word of advice. I 
know we like our corners. Most 
of us are introverts (me 

included). We like our time to 
ourselves, but if we are honest, 
all of us would benefit from a 
group of people who know 
exactly what it feels like to 
want something so badly. Most 
of us we wake up every 
morning before the crack of 
dawn to work hard on a crazy 
idea that one day our story will 
be shared with the world. 
  
So, I encourage you to please 
join us. Get involved. Attend a 
critique group. Offer your 
expertise. Volunteer for an 
event.  
 
We are artists. We are writers. 
And we need each other. 

 Illustration by 
Cynthia Kremsner 

 

April 1, 2015 

Submissions open for the Nevada 
Mentor Program and faculty is 
announced (please check our 

website often as it is constantly 
being updated). Location: Reno 

 
May 2, 2015 

8am-5pm – Neighboring Region, 
California North Central, is having 

their Spring Spirit Conference 
that’s filled with workshops, 
editors, agents, and authors.  

 
 

May 9, 2015 

11am- 1pm - Master Class with 
Richard Peck - Let's get together 
and watch the SCBWI DVD with 
Richard Peck. Bring a bag lunch 
and discuss Richard's insights. 

Location: Las Vegas 

 

 

June 6, 2015 
11am-1pm - Master Class with 

Tomie dePaola - Let's get 
together and watch the SCBWI 

DVD with Tomie dePaola. Bring a 
bag lunch and discuss Tomie's 
insights. Location: Las Vegas 

 
July 31 - August 3, 

2015 
SCBWI Annual Summer 

Conference Location: Los 
Angeles. 

 
October 3, 2015 

8am-5pm – Fall Fusion 
Conference and Mentor Program 
Kickoff. A full day of intensives, 

both for beginners and advanced, 
with a full line up of agents, 

editors, and authors.Location: 
Reno Airport Plaza Hotel 
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I’m a writer. It’s taken 
me four years to be 
able to say that. 
When asked what I 
did for a living, I’d 
demure and say I was 
a strategic marketer 
or an executive or 
that I’m a mom. But 
the one thing that 
literally keeps me up 
at night and drives 
me to want nothing 
else is the inventive 
fun that happens 
when I’m writing. To 
think that I can make 
things up and create 
a world of my own is 
euphoric. However, 
it’s taken me more 
than thirty years to 
get here.  
 
Being an immigrant, 
English is not my first 
language, and idioms 
baffled me. So, 
naturally, I didn’t think 
I could write as a 
child. I had stories in 
my mind but I didn’t 
pursue the craft. 
Instead, I studied 
science and the 
visual arts. I followed 
a stereotypical 
Korean dream and 
was successful in my 
career, but always felt 
there was another 

Becoming a Writer 

By: Cynthia Mun 

 

“I followed a 

stereotypical Korean 

dream and was 

successful in my 

career, but always felt 

there was another tribe 

of people out there who 

were more like me—

people who loved 

stories.” 

 
 

“I know that people will 
hear me better with my 

tribe than alone.” 

 

tribe of people out 
there who were more 
like me—people who 
loved stories. 
 
Then, in 2010, I 
accidentally stumbled 
across a website 
called SCBWI. 
Curiosity sparked and 
I attended my first 
conference in 
Northern California. 
Sitting among a 
hundred white-haired 
ladies, I realized that 
this was where my 
tribe hid. The buzz of 
published and 
unpublished authors 
and their stories, the 
industry, the 
processes, and the 
gossip enlightened 
me into a world that 
instantly became 
fascinating.  
 
I vowed to learn 
everything about the 
industry, and to 
become a part of the 
structure, not just an 
observer. And that 
made all the 
difference. 
 
As a newbie, I 
became a groupie of 
the NV SCBWI’s 
authors and leaders: 

Ellen Hopkins, 
Suzanne Morgan 
Williams, Terri Farley, 
Susan Hart Lindquist, 
Jenny Mackay, and 
Heather Petty. And 
that too made all the 
difference.  
 
When I faced 
rejections, I had 
others who knew how 
it felt. When I needed 
help with my craft, I 
had experts at my 
fingertips. When I 
wanted to laugh, I 
had a community to 
share.  
 
When I was a kid in 
elementary school, a 
friend asked me a 
question, which I’m 
sure you’ve all 
probably heard that 
asks if a tree falls in a 
forest and no one 
hears it, did it make a 
sound? And I think 
about that now, and 
as a solitary writer 
working into the night, 
I know that of course 
it made a sound. But I 
know that people will 
hear me better with 
my tribe than alone. 
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The lines between the movie, television, internet and publishing businesses 
have never been so thin.  Talent agencies are partnering with publishers 
(United Talent Agency + Atria) to mine authors for television concepts.  
Youtube stars are inking book deals before even writing word one.  Of the 
ten top grossing movies of 2014, seven were adapted directly from books. 
 
Comics or graphic novels like The Walking Dead, The Avengers, and Spider 
Man are some of the biggest franchises in filmed entertainment. 
 
Let’s not forget that the James Bond, Harry Potter, The Hunger Games and 
Game of Thrones mega hits are all based on books. 
 
Why is this so prevalent?  Is it because Hollywood has no original thinkers?  
Well, maybe so — these days film studios are not run by creatives, but by 
statisticians and accountants looking for stories with a built in market. 
 
Why should you care?  Because maybe it’s Kidlit’s golden hour.  We are 
finally in the right place at the right time. 
 
What should you do to play in this media uptrend? 
 
Create a HIGH CONCEPT story. 
 
WRITE till you bleed. 
 
MARKET your book beyond its initial launch with book trailers produced as 
short films, comprehensive online campaigns and agent partnering. 
 
Wanna know more?  Contact Craig at clew@creatures-of-light.com 

 
 

Adaptation 
Kidlit’s Golden Hour? 

By: Craig Lew  

 

By: Craig Lew 

 

“Film studios are 
not run by 

creatives, but by 
statisticians and 

accountants 
looking for stories 

with a built in 
market.” 

      

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clew@creatures-of-light.com
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Nevada SCBWI opened its doors to the first mentor program among SCBWI in 2006, and has since served as 

the flagship of mentor programs. 

The program operates on volunteers, mentors, and others, who are passionate about helping writers and 

illustrators succeed. It’s been incredible to watch how a program like this has not only shaped people’s 

careers, but ignited their passions and saved them years by not stepping onto beaten paths. 

In the past, the program has run on an 18 month cycle, and as much as we’d love to continue that sequence, 

it’s just not feasible, so we’ve decided to offer the program bi-annually. We’re headed into our eighth year, 

and couldn’t be more thrilled. 

If you haven’t heard of the program, it’s much like an artist in residence program, but we only meet for two 

weekends over a six month period. Our website (nevada.scbwi.org) is in the process of being updated and all 

our programming will soon be announced with applications opening up on April 1, 2015. 

We are very proud of the seven successful Mentor Programs completed from 2006 through 2014. Our highly 

knowledgeable past and current mentors have included National Book Award Finalists, New York Times 

bestselling authors, Caldecott Medal–winning illustrators, Coretta Scott King Award winners, Charlotte 

Zolotow Award winners, million-selling series authors, art directors, editors, publishers, and agents. We 

hand-pick mentors who are gifted both at creating children’s books and at teaching. Many Nevada Mentor 

Program alumnae have gone on to win awards, land agents, and sign book deals. 

This program is designed to help you grow. We cannot guarantee publication. But we can guarantee that you 

will meet, work personally with, and learn from some fine professional writers and illustrators who are also 

very skilled in teaching. 

The 2015/2016 program will soon be in full swing, and we hope you’ll consider applying this year. 

 

 

 

All about the SCBWI Nevada Mentor Program 

By: Naomi Canale 
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Craig Lew has signed a book deal with Little Pickle Press’s Relish 

Media to write their lead YA novel (in verse), BREATH TO 

BREATH. His editor is the illustrious Emma Dryden, and this story is 

loosely based on the real life events of William Lewis, a new age 

healer who survived extreme child abuse. The book is scheduled for 

publication in 2016. 

Last year, Craig Lew filmed CRANK, the stage play, as a fund 

raising tool for Ventana Sierra. Last June, during the Ventana Sierra 

writer’s workshop, his crew spent a week in Carson City filming 

rehearsals and performances.  In January of this year they released 

the cinematic version of the play, CRANK: Flirting with the Monster. 

All proceeds go to Ventana Sierra a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit. Please 

visit the link here: https://vimeo.com/ondemand/29973 

Craig has also started his own business, Creatures of Light LLC., 

which is a content creation company that works with writers, artists 

and non profits. www.creatures-of-light.com 

 

 

 

The second book in Tracy Clark’s Light Key 
Trilogy, DEVIATE, released 3/3/15! The wait 
for the final book in the series, ILLUMINATE, 
will be much shorter! It’s slated to hit the 
shelves Oct 6th of this year! 
 
MIRAGE, a YA thriller sold to Houghton-Mifflin 
Harcourt and is slated for release in June of 
2016. 

 

                                    David Michael Slater 

 David Michael Slater is the author of 20+ books for children, 
teens, and adults. His newest picture book, Hanukkah Howie 
vs. Santa Claus, has launched on Inkshares.  
 
Inkshares is a "Crowd-directed" publisher. You can read the 
entire (500 word) text, see the hilarious art, and note the 
exceptional blurbs coming in from popular and bestselling 
authors at www.howievssanta.com 
 

 
Howie vs. Santa Claus 

"could bring about 
world peace, but only 
if you do your part.” 

 
—Heeb Magazine 

 

                                                    Tracy Clark 

“Passion and power are 
the driving forces behind 
this series that continues 

to deliver.” 

–Kirkus Review on 
Deviate 

 

 Craig Lew 

 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/29973
http://www.creatures-of-light.com/
http://www.howievssanta.com/
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Thank you for allowing us to fill you in on all things SCBWI Nevada! If you have any 
news to share or an article, please contact naomicanale@yahoo.com 
Newsletter created by: Naomi Canale 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

We love 
to hear 

from 
you! 

SCBWI NEVADA 
 

P.O. BOX 50838 
SPARKS, NV 89434 

 
Email: Co-Regional Advisors 

naomicanale@yahoo.com 

(Northern Nevada) 

cynthiamun@gmail.com 

(Southern Nevada) 

Email: Co-Regional 

Illustrator Coordinators 

cindykremsner@yahoo.com 

(Northern Nevada) 

daria@dariamarie.com 

(Southern Nevada) 

 

 
 

 

 We’re on the Web and 

updating our site often! 

Come Visit Us 

http://nevada.scbwi.org/ 

 

SCBWI NEVADA  
P.O. BOX 50838 

SPARKS, NV 89434 
 

 

     Contact Us CRITIQUE GROUPS:  OPEN TO SCBWI MEMBERS ONLY 
 

Reno 
 

Middle Grade & Young Adult Novelists — meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of 

every month at Einstein Bros. Bagels (5050 Kietzke Lane, Reno, NV 89511) at 

11:30 a.m. For more information, contact Heather Petty.  

Picture Book Writers & Illustrators — meets the 2nd Thursday of every month 

at Whole Foods (6139 S.Virginia Street, Reno, NV, 89502) at 5:30 p.m. For more 

information, contact Cindy Kremsner. 
Whole Novelist Critique Group — this is a new critique group that Nikki Mann will 
be leading for full manuscript critique partners (beta readers). Please contact her for 
details at nikkim@rtci.net 
 
Las Vegas  
 

SCBWI Vegas Wordworms — open to new members. Las Vegas Wordworms 

meets on the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

SCBWI Vegas Einstein’s WriteRiders — open to new members and guests. It 

meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of every month from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at Einstein 

Bros. Bagels.  

SCBWI Vegas Illustrator's Group — Open to members only. Critique group is 

administered through Facebook. Please contact Dariah Riley.  

SCBWI Boulder City WriteRiders — open to new members. They meet every 2nd 

Tuesday of the month in Boulder City.  
WriteRiders Vegas — this group meets at 9 a.m. on the 1st and 3rd Saturday at 
UNLV Curriculum Materials Library in the Carlson Education Bldg. 

 

mailto:cindykremsner@yahoo.com
mailto:daria@dariamarie.com
http://www.einsteinbros.com/locator
http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/stores/reno
mailto:cindykremsner@yahoo.com?subject=SCBWI%20Critique%20Group
http://www.einsteinbros.com/locator?addressInput=henderson,%20nv
http://www.einsteinbros.com/locator?addressInput=henderson,%20nv

